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If I were giving this
article a title, it
would be called “A
Tale of Three Cities.”
The 2020 census
numbers have
recently been released, and the numbers
for Pella were disappointing--the city grew
by only 112 souls in 10 years, an increase
of just 1.1%. Knoxville did far better, with its
population increase at 3.9%.
Since the city of Pella lies in both Marion
and Mahaska Counties, and since the
Pella Community School District covers
considerable Mahaska County territory and
Pella Christian Schools draw students from
Mahaska County, I tend to view these two
counties as one regional economic unit.
The two County Seat towns of Oskaloosa
and Knoxville that anchor each end, and
Pella that is square in the middle, are the
hubs of population. Take a look at the
accompanying population chart of these
three towns over the last 160 years.
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Since I grew up near New Sharon, I like
to concentrate on Pella and Oskaloosa,
as both of these communities were the
source of jobs and shopping. I use 1940 as
a baseline, as my parents were born during
that decade. You will see that Pella was a
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sleepy little village of less than 4,000 people
and Oskaloosa was booming at over 11,000
people. 20 years later in the 1960’s, when
I was born, Pella was creeping up at just
over 5,000 people, and Oskaloosa stayed
in the same 11,000 range. At that time,
Oskaloosa still won the battle as a place
to shop and get health care, as it had a
big retail presence and a well-established
hospital, with Pella having limited shopping
options and just in the infancy of providing
hospital services.
Fast forward to 2020--Pella has blossomed
into a community of 10,464 people, with
Oskaloosa still remaining at 11,558. Why
did this happen in communities that are
so similar? The answers are probably quite
diverse, but one thing is certain: city
leaders, both in government and the
private sector, promoted industry that
created jobs and encouraged housing
developments to support the needs
of people who wanted to live in Pella.
With that in mind, the following statistic is
scary: in 2010, the combined population
of Marion/Mahaska Counties was 55,690;
in 2020, it had decreased by 86 people
to 55,604 people. During those 10 years,
the first members of the high-population
baby-boomer generation (born in 1946)
hit retirement age and left the workforce,
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while industries and businesses in those two
counties continued to expand and require
more workers.
This is one of the bigger challenges of the
City Council--how can we help reverse this
population decline? Without a supply of
employees, businesses will be reluctant to
expand. The Council has been active in
promoting housing initiatives and “quality
of life” amenities, all with the goal of
attracting more people to Pella. Will we be
successful? We’ll have to wait until the 2030
census to find out!

Meetings are held at the Public Safety Complex (614 Main Street) unless otherwise noted.
The list of meetings below is tentative and subject to change as necessary.
Finalized agendas will be posted at cityofpella.com/meetings at least 24-hours prior to each meeting.

AIRPORT COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD

501 W. 15th St.
10/29 – 7:00 a.m.

712 Union St., Room 206
10/15 – Noon

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
10/18 – 6:00 p.m.

829 Broadway St.
10/11 – 5:00 p.m.

CITY COUNCIL

10/5 – 6:00 p.m.
10/19 – 6:00 p.m.

LIBRARY BOARD

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE

603 Main St.
10/12 – 4:00 p.m.

PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION
10/25 – 7:00 p.m.

special dates
FREE BUNDLED BRUSH PICK-UP
10/20 – 7:00 a.m.

BEGGAR’S NIGHT

10/30 – 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

10/13 – 5:30 p.m.

CONTACT US
AQUATICS
641.628.1882
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november election
The combined city/school
election will be held on
Tuesday, November 2
Voting details:
www.marioncountyiowa.gov
/auditor/how_to_vote/
Polling locations:
https://sos.iowa.gov/
elections/voterreg/
pollingplace/search.aspx

@PELLACITYHALL
CITY HALL
641.628.4173

ELECTRIC
641.628.2581

LIBRARY
641.628.4268

PARKS & REC
641.628.4571

PLANNING & ZONING
641.628.0043

POLICE
641.628.4921

PUBLIC WORKS
641.628.1601
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library events
in october
FOR ADULTS
n Conversations in Spanish
October 12 at 6:30 p.m.
October 20 at 11:00 a.m.
West Market Park South Shelter House
Native and non-native Spanish speakers
are invited to gather for casual
conversation in Spanish
n Brown Bag Book Club
October 28 at noon
West Market Park South Shelter House
Discussion on Little Faith by Nickolas Butler
www.iowacenterforthebook.org/air/
previous-years/2021/adults/discussionquestions

FOR CHILDREN
n Book Bash at West Market Park
October 2 from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
Join in the fun of a morning all about
Mother Goose! Activities are geared
toward ages 0-5. The first 75 families will
receive a copy of the book. In case of
inclement weather, this will be a drive-by
event near the West Market Park South
Shelter House on Liberty Street.
n October Take and Make
Kits distributed on October 12 at 10:00 a.m.
Happy Fall Y’all! Love pumpkins but didn’t
grow any? Make a 3-D pumpkin instead
with this kit. Registration required
https://pellalibrary.libcal.com/
n Outdoor Story Time
Mondays and Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
West Market Park South Shelter House
n Online Story Time
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
Register at https://pellalibrary.libcal.com/
View additional details about all events at
https://pellalibrary.libcal.com/

pella fiber 24/7 technical support
Pella Fiber customers have access
to technical support 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week by calling

628.4173 x402

police department k9 fundraising
In June 2021, the Pella Police Department began
community fundraising towards the goal of
implementing a K9 unit. Once fully deployed,
the K9 will be capable of tracking lost children,
individuals with medical conditions such as
Alzheimer’s and Dementia, criminal suspects,
and detecting narcotics.
The Pella Police Department greatly appreciates
the donations that have been received to-date, which total $30,000 towards the
overall goal of $75,000. Contributions will be used to purchase the K9 as well as to
provide the required training, equipment, and specialized vehicle.
For more information regarding the K9 program, or to join in on the fundraising
efforts, contact Captain Paul Haase at phaase@cityofpella.com or 628.4921.

art programs
For more details, visit cityofpella.com/artcenter or call 628.4571.
ADULT INDIVIDUAL CLAY WHEEL CLASSES
October 12, November 9, or December 14
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. - Session Fee: $25/resident or $30/non-resident
KIDS CLAY CLUB
October 9, October 23, November 13, and December 11
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. - Program Fee: $85/resident or $102/non-resident

little tyke flag football
1st and 2nd grade students are invited to register for our little tyke flag
football program where they will learn the fundamentals and basic rules
of the game and play short scrimmages.
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Dates: October 23, 30, November 6, 13
Times: 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.
Fee: $20 resident/$24 non-resident
Registration deadline: October 20

For more information, call 628.4571
or visit cityofpella.com/littletyke

new team member
Teagan Perrin recently joined Pella Fiber as a
Technical Services Specialist. He graduated with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the University of
Iowa. Teagan enjoys reading, watching films, editing
videos, and playing video games in his free time.

