city of

pella

APRIL 2021
825 BROADWAY ST. | PELLA, IA 50219 | WWW.CITYOFPELLA.COM

leadership letter

outdoor warning system

Council Member Mark De Jong
mdejong@cityofpella.com
As I contemplated
writing this month’s
newsletter, what
came to my mind
was our upcoming
Tulip Time Festival,
and how I have
heard many of you questioning just how
it was going to be done. To plug into the
latest factual information, I visited the
Pella Historical Society offices where I
connected with Assistant Director Jessi Vos.
First off, Jessi reminded me that planning
for next year’s festival starts the week after
the present one wraps up. That being the
case, my first question centered around
what assumption the Tulip Time Steering
Committee worked with when they began
planning. For instance, will the virus situation
be about the same, better, or worse come
spring 2021? The answer was probably
the same, and hopefully better, therefore,
social distancing protocols were plugged
in with the hope of being able to relax
them a bit by May 1. Jessi pointed out

that the official detailed schedule had just
recently been posted on their website at
www.pellahistorical.org/tulip-time. Feel
free to check out their website for updated
information as it becomes available.
We know that this year’s Tulip Time Festival
will not include the traditional parades.
So, will there be any visiting crowds?
Indications are that the answer will be
yes. According to Jessi, local lodging
accommodations are almost completely
booked already. We know there will be
tulips and activities. The final element
necessary is personality. That means you
and I should pull on our Dutch costumes
and be out and about. Sign-up to
volunteer, or just be an ambassador of
welcome. Who knows that picture of you
by the tulips might just go viral!
The goal, as always, is to make sure that
the people looking for a place to go and
something fun to do will have a great
experience in Pella.

GLASS RECYCLING

meeting dates

After the Mayor’s Message regarding recycling was
published in the March newsletter, several citizens raised concerns regarding glass
recycling. We have conﬁrmed with Midwest Sanitation that glass is accepted as
recyclable for those residing within the City of Pella.

The City of Pella utilizes an outdoor
siren system to warn members of the
public about potential weather-related
dangers. The system is designed to
provide coverage to persons outdoors,
not inside buildings or structures. Sirens
are tested at noon on the first Saturday
of every month unless severe weather is
imminent. If sirens are activated at any
other time than during this monthly test,
seek shelter immediately.
The following events trigger the warning
system to sound:
• National Weather Service issuing
a tornado warning with Pella
included in the warning polygon
• Severe thunderstorm warnings
where forecasted or actual wind
speeds reach or exceed 70 mph
• Golf ball or larger sized hail
When the sirens are triggered, they will
sound for three minutes followed by a
10 to 15-minute break for the duration
of the warning period.The warning
system does not provide an “all clear”
signal, so citizens should monitor local
media for updates during the storm.

Public meetings continue to be monitored in light of the pandemic. Information about where the meetings will be held, including how to
join meetings electronically if applicable, will be posted at least 24-hours prior to each meeting at cityofpella.com/meetings. Individuals
without internet access should call the City Clerk at 628.4173 x231 to obtain information regarding meeting access.

COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD
4/16 – Noon

AIRPORT COMMITTEE
4/30 – 7:00 a.m.
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
4/19 – 6:00 p.m.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION
4/12 – 5:00 p.m.

CITY COUNCIL
4/6 – 6:00 p.m.
4/20 – 6:00 p.m.

LIBRARY BOARD
4/13 – 4:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE
4/14 – 5:30 p.m.

PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION
4/26 – 7:00 p.m.

special dates
GOOD FRIDAY HOLIDAY
4/2 – City offices closed
SPRING CLEANUP WEEK
4/5 to 4/9
FREE BUNDLED BRUSH PICK-UP
4/21 – 7:00 a.m.

CONTACT US
AQUATICS
641.628.1882

FREE HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS WASTE
DISPOSAL
4/17 – 9:00 a.m. to noon
100 Truman Road
For more information,
visit www.sciswa.org
or call 641.828.8545

@PELLACITYHALL
CITY HALL
641.628.4173

ELECTRIC
641.628.2581

LIBRARY
641.628.4268

PARKS & REC
641.628.4571

PLANNING & ZONING
641.628.0043

POLICE
641.628.4921

PUBLIC WORKS
641.628.1601

library events
in april
DRIVE-BY BOOK BASH AT PELLA
CHRISTIAN GRADE SCHOOL
Saturday, April 10 from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m.
This event is geared towards families with
children age 5 and under. The first 75 families
to drive by will receive a goodie bag with
supplies and a free copy of “If You Give a Pig
a Party”.

APRIL TAKE AND MAKE
Monday, April 19 at 10:00 a.m.
Pick up a kit to make seed balls to grow your
own wildflowers. Registration is required.

EARTH DAY UPCYCLE
ART CHALLENGE DISPLAY
Throughout April, the library is
displaying upcycle creations
from local artists. If you’d
like to participate, ask for an
Upcycle Kit at the front desk.
Kits will be available while
supplies last.

STITCH MEDITATION KITS
Stop by the front desk to pick up a kit
containing spring-themed fabric, batting,
thread, and buttons. These stitch meditation
kits will inspire you to sit outside, sew, and relax!

new team members
Welcome to the following new
City of Pella team members:
Angie Viersen recently joined
City Hall as a Customer Care and
Billing Representative. Angie assists
customers with their utility billing
and Pella Fiber needs. In her free
time, she enjoys painting as well
as spending time with her family
walking their dog.

Angie Viersen

Chris Van Berkum

John Jobe

Kacie Nicholson

Chris Van Berkum recently
joined the Community Services
Department as a Maintenance
Technician. Away from work, Chris
enjoys spending time with his
grandson, Lincoln, and golfing.

John Jobe recently joined Pella Fiber as an Assistant Network Engineer.
John has over 20 years of experience in various aspects of information
technology. John enjoys riding his bicycle, detailing his vehicles, playing
computer games, and hiking in his free time.
Kacie Nicholson recently joined the Police Department as an Administrative
Assistant. Kacie received an associate degree from Hawkeye Community
College and a bachelor’s degree from University of Northern Iowa. She
enjoys spending time with family, running, and water sports.

art classes
The Pella Community Art Center is offering the following classes with all
materials provided. Pre-registration is required by calling 628.4571.
• Clay Basics (ages 16+) April 8, 15, and 22 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
$50/resident or $60/non-resident
• Pinterest Party (ages 16+) April 13 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
$20/resident or $24/non-resident
• Resin Jewelry (ages 16+) April 28 and 29 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
$45/resident or $54/non-resident

mowing and grass clipping reminders

citizen’s public safety academy
The Pella Police Department is partnering
with the Pella Fire Department and Pella
Community Ambulance to hold a Citizen’s
Public Safety Academy beginning at 6:00 p.m.
on May 12. This nine-week Academy is free
to attend. To register, or for more information,
contact the Pella Police Department at
628.4921 or email Sergeant Shawn Veenstra
at sveenstra@cityofpella.com.

Spring is officially here! With the arrival of spring comes
the necessity to maintain an appropriate grass
height. Per City Code, grass and weeds must be
kept to a height no greater than 8 inches. Grass
clippings are also to be kept off sidewalks and
roads. Questions or concerns should be directed
to Code Enforcement Officer Jared Parker at
628.0043 or jparker@cityofpella.com.

summer program guide
Registration for the Community Services
Department’s summer programming
opens on April 1st. View the program
guide at cityofpella.com/summerCC.

hydrant flushing
The City will be flushing
hydrants throughout the
system the week of April 5
to 9. Questions? Contact
Public Works at 628.1601.

