CITY OF PELLA, IOWA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
TENTATIVE MEETING AGENDA

Wednesday, July 14, 2021

5:30 p.m.

Public Safety Complex – 614 Main Street

A. Call to Order by the Chairperson and Roll Call
B. Chairperson’s Comments
1. Approval of tentative agenda
C. Approval of Minutes
1. April 29, 2021 meeting minutes
D. New Business
1. Consider a design permit application for Tropical Sno located at 227 Oskaloosa St.
(Case DSN21-08)
2. Consider sign permit applications for Tropical Sno located at 227 Oskaloosa St.
(Case SGN21-047)
E. Other Business / Public Forum
1. Work session to discuss proposed Design Review District Design Manual updates
2. The next regular meeting is scheduled for August 11, 2021
F. Adjourn
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MINUTES OF THE CITY OF PELLA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
APRIL 29, 2021
Chairperson Cody called the Community Development Committee (CDC) to order in the
Public Safety Complex at 5:30 p.m. Members present were: Jerry Brummel, Patsy Cody, Linda
Groenendyk, Mike Kiser, Shelly Riggen, Wayne Stienstra, Caryn Van Hemert, Dennis Vander
Beek, and Christi Vander Voort; absent: Nancy Henry and Lowell Olivier-Shaw. Staff present:
City Administrator Mike Nardini, Assistant City Administrator Corey Goodenow, Code
Enforcement Officer Jared Parker, Building Official Jerry Byers, and the Deputy City Clerk. Due
to heightened public health risks associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, accommodations were
made to broadcast this meeting via conference call. No members of the public joined the
conference call and one member of the public attended in person.
APPROVAL OF TENTATIVE AGENDA
Motion by Van Hemert, second by Stienstra to approve the tentative agenda. Motion
carried 9-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Stienstra, second by Groenendyk to approve the minutes from the April 14,
2021 meeting. Motion carried 9-0.
NEW BUSINESS
Consider a Design Permit Application for Smash Park
Smash Park has proposed a 22,026-square-foot facility on Lot 1 of Prairie Ridge Plat 3.
The developer consulted with City staff and Cody for the proposed design for the building.
Based on the input received from the City of Pella, the developer has taken Smash Park’s
standard architectural approach and blended the requirements of the City’s Design Review
District Design Manual (Design Manual) to comply with City Code. Overall, staff believes the
proposed building meets the City’s design requirements by having a partial brick façade (major
element) and mullions (minor element).
The building’s proposed materials and colors are the following:
Material
Proposed Colors
Brick
Glen-Gery Klaycoat
Exterior Metal Panels
Firestone Omega VR, Classic Unclad, Metal Cityscape
Prefabricated Metal Panels Cool Zinc Gray
Exterior Composite Wood Newtechwood, UltraShield Naturale, Roman Antique
Metal Roof
Galvalume
Exterior Painted Metal
Sherwin-Williams’ Rock Bottom SW 7062
These colors appear to meet the Pella Color Palette requirements.
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SHYFT Collective Senior Project Designer/Director of Business Development Asa Plum
was present to speak in favor of the design permit and to answer questions from the Committee.
He indicated that Smash Park plans to open in time for Tulip Time 2022. Material and color
samples were passed around for the Committee’s review.
Cody explained that the developer originally submitted a design option with a stepped
gable but, upon meeting with her and others, it was decided that a gable would not be appropriate
on this particular building. She stated this is the reason why she had asked the Committee at the
last meeting to review modern Dutch architecture and design. Riggen said that, in her research,
the Smash Park design has elements of modern Dutch architecture.
Committee members indicated their desire to maintain the historic look of downtown and
agreed that other design standards might be appropriate elsewhere in town. Stienstra said the
CDC might need direction from the City Council on this matter. Vander Voort suggested the
CDC work on preparing proposed updates to the Design Manual for the City Council’s review.
Motion by Vander Beek, second by Brummel to approve the design permit as presented.
On roll call the vote was ayes: 8 (Vander Beek, Brummel, Cody, Groenendyk, Kiser, Riggen,
Van Hemert, Vander Voort); nays: none; abstain: 1 (Stienstra). Motion carried.
OTHER BUSINESS / PUBLIC FORUM
Other
Cody mentioned that a bakery may have plans to open downtown in Tamory Hall. She
asked staff to ensure no signage is posted for the business until a sign permit has been applied for
and approved by the Sign Subcommittee. Staff will look into this matter.
Riggen, Vander Beek, Kiser, and Van Hemert were appointed to a Design Manual
Subcommittee to review the Design Manual for potential updates. Cody will be in touch with
these individuals to arrange a time and place to meet.
Cody reported that Nana’s Table Café & Mercantile and a new boutique, Adorn Clothing
Co., have recently opened downtown.
Van Hemert told Plum that the Committee would welcome his input on Design Manual
revisions.
Next Meeting Date
The next regular meeting is scheduled for May 12, 2021.
Adjourned at 6:19 p.m.
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THE

CITY of PELLA

STAFF MEMO TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
ITEM NO:

D-1

SUBJECT:

Consider a Design Permit Application for Tropical Sno at 227 Oskaloosa St. (Case DSN21-09)

DATE:

July 14, 2021

BACKGROUND:
Tropical Sno is proposing a new, temporary building at 227 Oskaloosa St. The building has been used at previous
Tulip Time Festivals and the applicant, Dan Schakel, is seeking design approval as part of the peddler permit
process as the business intends to operate for longer than 30 days.
CRITERIA FOR REVIEWING ARCHITECTURAL COLORS
Color selection shall be made from those in the Pella Color Palette; however, other color selections or building
materials may be used upon approval by the Community Development Committee. The building is predominantly
white with light blue as an accent color. The applicant has stated that they would prefer to use their own standard
colors, but the following historic colors are similar:
 Diamond Vogel’s Big Ocean Wave (H056)
 Benjamin Moore’s Lancaster Whitewash (HC-174)
These colors appear to meet the Pella Color Palette requirements.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
The building’s design includes a gable and a set of faux shutters. In evaluating this design application, staff finds
the proposed application meets the requirements listed in the listed in the Design Review District Design Manual.
Therefore, staff recommends the application be approved as submitted.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE ACTIONS:
The Community Development Committee has the following options regarding this design permit:
1. Approve the design permit as submitted (staff recommendation).
2. Approve the design permit with conditions or revisions.
3. Table the design permit if additional information is needed before a decision can be made.
4. Deny the design permit.

ATTACHMENTS:

Application, Photos

REPORT PREPARED BY: Code Enforcement Officer
REVIEWED BY:

Deputy City Clerk, City Planner

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve as submitted

THE

CITY of PELLA

STAFF MEMO TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
ITEM NO:

D-2

SUBJECT:

Consider Sign Permit Applications for Tropical Sno Located at 227 Oskaloosa St.
(Case SGN21-047)

DATE:

July 14, 2021

BACKGROUND:
Tropical Sno has applied for sign permits for their location at 227 Oskaloosa St. The applicant is proposing a
wall sign and a banner. As the sign application was submitted shortly before the Community Development
Committee (CDC) meeting, and the fact that it is integral to the overall design of the structure, the sign is being
brought to the full CDC for consideration. The Tropical Sno stand and wall sign have been used at previous
Tulip Time Festivals in the community. Please note, the applicant is not seeking a permit for the neon tulip sign
depicted in the application.
CRITERIA FOR REVIEWING SIGNAGE:
The City Code requires all signage to comply with the design standards established in the Design Review District
Design Manual. The intent of the City’s sign regulations and design parameters are to foster a high quality of life
and preserve and promote the community character of Pella. To do so, the CDC shall review all sign permits to
consider aspects relating to the general design, arrangement, texture, materials, colors, lighting, and placement of
proposed signage. Further, the City Code requires that the CDC review all proposed signs with respect to
appropriateness of the sign in relation to other signs and other structures on the premises and in the nearby area.
From a zoning perspective, the signs comply with the regulations provided in Chapter 165.33 in the Code of
Ordinances.
Signage in the Community Commercial (CC) Zoning District or Industrial
The Community Commercial District generally includes all commercially-zoned property not in the Central
Business District (CBD) nor along Main Street. Signage should be context sensitive and consistent with the Pella
Color Palette. Wall signs are commonly used in this district.
CRITERIA FOR REVIEWING ARCHITECTURAL COLORS:
Signage colors should be chosen from the Pella Color Palette, though other colors may be approved by the CDC.
However, color selection should always be context sensitive. Bright or glossy colors are to be avoided. Both initial
and weathered color characteristics should be considered when selecting specific colors.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
After evaluating this permit application, staff finds that the proposed signs comply with the dimensional
regulations in the Zoning Ordinance. As a result, staff is recommending approval of one banner sign and the
backlit wall sign.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION ACTIONS:
The Community Development Committee has the following options in regard to these sign permits:
1. Approve the sign permits as submitted.
2. Approve the sign permits with conditions or revisions (staff recommendation).
3. Table the sign permits.
4. Deny the sign permits.
ATTACHMENTS:

Application, Proposed Signage

REPORT PREPARED BY: Code Enforcement Officer
REVIEWED BY:

Deputy City Clerk, City Planner

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve one banner sign and the backlit main wall sign.

THE

CITY of PELLA

STAFF MEMO TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
ITEM NO:

E-1

SUBJECT:

Work Session to Discuss Proposed Design Review District Design Manual Updates

DATE:

July 14, 2021

BACKGROUND:
On April 29, 2021, the Community Development Committee (CDC) appointed four committee members (Kiser,
Riggen, Vander Beek, and Van Hemert) to a subcommittee to review the Design Review District Design Manual
for potential updates. The purpose of this work session is to give direction to the subcommittee as they begin their
work revising the manual. The City Council will need to approve the proposed updates to the manual prior to
implementation.
ATTACHMENTS:

Design Review District Design Manual

REPORT PREPARED BY: City Planner
REVIEWED BY:

Deputy City Clerk

Design Review District
Design Manual
3rd Edition
Revised December 3, 2019

Design Review District Design Manual – 3rd Edition
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Design Review District Design Manual – 3rd Edition
The Vision for Pella
Creating and retaining the vision of a heritage destination remains a critical challenge of
any city government. Working together with new ideas in retail and housing
developments while still retaining the character and identity of established community
and businesses is often a delicate balance. It is the desire of this community to remain
strong in its vision by retaining its long term integrity through the reflection of the
buildings and signage in our community.
With these design parameters we hope to lay the groundwork necessary for you to
become a working part of our community. Dutch architecture, Dutch colors and key
Dutch building elements will be explained to help you make an informed decision about
building anew or updating an existing business in Pella.
This manual is meant to be used in conjunction with the Design Review District (DR)
Overlay District regulations of the Pella Zoning Ordinance. Please also refer to the DR
District regulations as these zoning regulations shall apply in conjunction with
Community Development Committee review.
Community Development Committee
The Community Development Committee
(CDC) was established by the City Council
in 1978 to oversee Dutch Architecture
review. The purpose of the CDC is to
preserve and promote the unique charm,
atmosphere, quaint and romantic character,
natural beauty and historical aspects of the
community. The CDC will review all
proposed plans for a building permit in the
design review districts and issue or deny a
Molengracht
Design Permit. The CDC will also
recommend that a Building Permit be issued or denied. This review shall relate to the
proposed appearance, colors, texture, materials and architectural design of the exterior,
including the front, sides, rear and roof of the proposed building as well as any signs,
graphics, visual display, outdoor furniture and fixtures. Any alterations, modifications or
repairs to structures in the design review districts are to be reviewed by the Committee.
The Committee has fourteen (14) days to report to the Building Official any
recommendations or changes that the Committee determines are required to comply with
the Dutch architectural theme. No building permit will be issued until the Community
Development Committee approves the architectural design of the proposed new building
or modifications. Depending on the scope of work, the project will be considered as
either a major project, which is reviewed by full Committee or a minor project, which
can be reviewed by sub-committee in less time.
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The Design Review Process
Meetings of the CDC
can be called at least
twice a month with
special meetings as
needed. One week lead
time for application
submittal is needed for
any major project.

The CDC stands ready to assist residents, businesses and
developers with prompt review of all design permit
applications. Meetings of the CDC can be called at least
twice a month with special meetings as needed. One week
lead time for application submittal is needed for any major
project. Applicants submitting a site plan in a design
review district for a new development can submit their
Dutch Architecture plan concurrent or prior to city staff
review of the site plan. The nature of a design review is
somewhat similar to a design charrette or design workshop.
This manual is intended to assist both the applicant and the
CDC in defining Dutch Architectural Elements during the
design review process.
Design Permit: Major Projects
Major projects include new building construction or
building additions, modification to the main building, or
repainting of the major portions of a building. A major
project is reviewed by the full Community Development
Committee at a meeting.
Design Permit: Minor Projects
Minor projects include building trim modifications, such as
door or window replacement, trim repainting, fencing,
tables, lighting, or other outdoor fixtures. Minor projects
are reviewed by the Architectural Subcommittee of the
CDC which can meet as needed, usually in just a few
business days. The Subcommittee if presented with an
unusual request or if there is a concern about design, may
defer review of a minor project to the full Committee.
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Application Submittal Requirements
The Community Development Committee
reviews all design permit applications. A
design permit application must be submitted
for the following activities:
1. New commercial buildings within the
Design Review (DR) district or any
existing building within the DR district
for which architectural detail
modifications are proposed.
Architectural detail modifications
subject to review include any
construction, maintenance, repair,
alterations, modifications, painting,
repainting, signs, graphics, visual
displays, outdoor furniture and fixtures.
2. The replacement of outdoor furniture,
fixtures and visual displays that are
consistent with a prior permit shall be
exempt from a design review permit.
Violations. Failure to obtain a design
permit before proceeding with repair work
or construction work is a violation of the
City’s zoning ordinance and punishable by
the issuance of a municipal infraction
carrying a minimum penalty of $250.
Required Design Permit application
supporting materials. Color façade
drawings for every side of the building is
required along with color swatches/color
chips, and samples of building materials
(type of brick, shingles, etc.).

Exemptions. Any maintenance which does not change the original appearance of the structure is
exempt for the design review process (EX: repainting to original color or replacing a window with the
same). Single or two-family residential uses in a commercial zone are exempted from design review
unless they are located in a DURE Overlay District.
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Design Assistance
In addition to this Design Manual and the Design Review Checklist, the following
options for Design Permit assistance are available:
A Community Development Committee sponsor can be called using the membership
list, if an applicant wishes to work with one or more individual Committee members.
City staff, including Planning and Zoning Director and Building Official can help with
answering specific questions about the City Code or the Design Manual.
Pella Color Palettes are available for loaning out at the Planning and Zoning
Department.
Dutch architecture reference books are available for loaning out at the Planning and
Zoning Department.
Touring the commercial districts of the community, especially if one has never been to
Pella, is always recommended when possible. In particular, the following gateways
contain numerous examples of Dutch Architecture:
Central Business District (Downtown)
Washington Street from Highway 163 to Central Business District
Main Street from Central Business District South to Oskaloosa Street
Oskaloosa Street from Main Street to 240th/Eagle Lane
Preliminary Reviews
Applicants, especially for major projects such as new buildings, are encouraged to submit
preliminary designs before submitting the formal Design Permit application. Preliminary
review can even be done via email, working through the Planning and Zoning Director
who will work with the Committee and transmit comments back to the applicant.

5
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Pictorial Examples of Commercial Dutch Architecture

State Farm Office

Pella Corporation Training Center

McDonald’s
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Westpoort Convenience Center

Public Safety Complex

Pella Fire Department
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Country Inn & Suites

Jansen’s

The Pizza Ranch
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Westpoort Car Wash
Pella State Bank

Attorney’s Office
Boat’s Home Furnishings

Leighton State Bank

9
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Van Hemert Chiropractic

Hooyer Construction

De Winkelen Hof

Sterling Professional Plaza
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Applebee’s

De Autowasplaats

Pella Family Dentistry

Recker Dental Care
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Typical Dutch Commercial Building Elements
The elements listed below are representative of typical Dutch architectural elements. The
following are acceptable elements, upon review and approval of the Community
Development Committee. Other architectural elements may be allowed upon approval of
the Community Development Committee. Gables are one of the most common elements.
The use of faux shutters is also common.
























Red colored brick
Stucco (in some cases)
Gables
Different bonds of masonry
Mixture of brick and concrete elements
Geometric decorations
Keystoning
Mullions
Bay windows
Fascia
Cupola
Dormers
Faux shutters
Faux doors with strap hinges
Hip treatments
Crest feature
Sash window
Spring valute
Dutch arch
Hindeloopen panels at front entrances
Lanterns/Faux Lanterns
Window (flower) boxes
Building Ties

Window Boxes

The use of gables and
faux shutters as Dutch
architectural elements
is common, especially
in conjunction with
each other. Gables
are one of the most
common elements.
Building Ties (black
elements above window
arch)
12
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Pictorial Examples of Typical Dutch Elements

Dutch Arch

Faux Shutters

Stepped Gable

Decorated Gable

Neck Gable

Stepped Gable

Faux Doors, Shutters
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Faux Door, Brick
Brick, Dormers, Beak Gable

Beak Gable, Trim Decoration

Dormer

Hindeloopen, Lanterns

Beak Gable, Brick, Faux Shutters
14
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Architectural Facades, Exterior Walls and Elevations
Brick is the primary acceptable exterior wall material. Stucco-like material and wood are
also acceptable in some instances but shall be treated only as an exception. Wall material
selection shall be approved by the Community Development Committee.
Building facades of all buildings shall be consistent with the character, massing, volume,
and materials of the building typology. Variety in building massing is encouraged.
Gables
Gables are a very common Dutch architectural element in Pella. Variety in gable design
is encouraged. Typical gable (outline) designs are provided below:

Stepped Gable

Beak Gable

Neck Gable

Bell Gable

Roofs
Roof styles and pitches for commercial buildings shall be in a manner consistent with the
building typology. Flat roofs or low pitch roofs are generally discouraged. Typical roof
pitches and designs are provided below:

Saddle Roof

Lean to Roof

Hipped Roof

Broken Roof

Hipped Gable Roof
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Shutters
Faux shutters are a common Dutch architectural element in Pella. Faux
shutters can be a relatively inexpensive element and are commonly used in
conjunction with gables. McDonald’s and Westpoort Convenience Center
are just a few examples where shutters are used in conjunction with gables
and other Dutch architectural elements. Authentic replication of shutter
designs can be found at the former Scoops “n” Loops across from Pella
Corporation on Oskaloosa Street, for example, where actual shutter
designs from the Netherlands were replicated.

Actual shutter designs from the Netherlands were used as a basis for the design of the
former Scoops “n” Loops building shutters.

Attention to Detail
Generally there is great attention to detail placed on Dutch architecture, whether in Pella
or the Netherlands.
Variety in Design
Variety in architectural design, including building floor plan, ornamentation and colors is
strongly encouraged.
Architectural Colors
The most delicate feature of Dutch Architecture expression is color. Colors shall be
chosen from the Pella Color Palette. Other color selections may only be used upon
approval of the Community Development Committee. The color of roofing and siding
materials is extremely important. Selection shall be made from a limited palette as
described in the Pella Color Palette. Both initial and weathered color characteristics
should be considered when selecting specific colors. Other color selections or building
material selections may only be used upon approval of the Community Development
Committee. All colors, both before initial construction and subsequent repainting are
subject to Community Development Committee approval.
16

Design Review District Design Manual – 3rd Edition
360 Degree Architecture
The intent of 360° architecture guidelines is to achieve a unique aesthetic design through
high quality architecture and construction with attention to placement, relationship and
orientation of structures to provide greater compatibility with surrounding land uses.
All sides of a building should have a finished facade that is complementary in
architecture and materials to the primary entrance or front of the building. Architectural
detail should be extended to all sides of a building to ensure a finished and consistent
look. The city encourages creativity when designing buildings so that each building will
resemble the “old style” of Dutch architecture.
1. All sides of all buildings open to public view should be treated with the same
level architectural and aesthetic style as the front of the building. Any side
that is not visible to the public should not be held to the same level of
architectural style.
2. All publicly viewable facades on all new buildings or additions to existing
building structures must contain at least 1 of the major elements and 1 of the
minor elements listed on page 20.
3. Facades for both new and additions to existing buildings must be comprised
of at least 25% of the aforementioned elements and materials listed on page
20.
Gateway Corridor
Those buildings whose rear facades face or abut a Gateway Corridor street such as
Washington Street will be held to a high standard of aesthetic design. The development
must follow the facade scale (described on pages 19 & 20) for both the front and rear
sides of the building. It is important to encourage and maintain proper design standards
that reflect the Dutch heritage, because visitors entering Pella will view these building
first.
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360 Degree Architecture Example: Applebee’s
South Elevation

Major Elements:
Gable Roofline
Main Body Brick
Minor Elements:
Doors, Windows with Bars and
Keystones
EFIS Cut Stone Frame
Lantern Lights
Painted Millwork Door Surround Shutters
Major Elements:
Gable Roofline
Main Body Brick

West Elevation

Minor Elements:
Door, Windows with Bars and Keystones
Lantern Lights
Painted Millwork Door Surround,Shutters
Major Elements:
Gable Roofline
Main Body Brick

East Elevation

Minor Elements:
Windows with Bars and Keystones
Shutters
Lantern Lights

North Elevation

Major Elements:
Gable Roofline
Main Body Brick
Minor Elements:
Corbelled Brick Soldier Course
and 2 Rowlock Courses of Brick
Metal Gates for Dumpster
Enclosure
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Design Parameters for Metal Buildings in Periphery Areas
The use of metal in building design is generally discouraged. However, the incorporation
of brick and other Dutch Architectural elements can enhance otherwise plain metal
structures and still provide the visual effect of Dutch Architecture. The minimum
parameters as it relates to metal buildings in periphery areas include a combination of
materials and elements as follows:
1) Major and minor elements, including one major architectural element one minor
element from the Element Features listed on page 20; and
2) 25% major element addition including rooflines and a combination of major
materials and minor elements such that a minimum of 25% of the front facade is
comprised of the aforementioned elements and materials.
Design Parameters for Large Commercial Buildings
The Community Development Committee recognizes that newer commercial buildings
do present design challenges compared to the smaller, quaint design of Dutch architecture
in the historic downtown. However, it is the intent of the Zoning Ordinance and
Community Development Committee to foster high quality design on a uniform basis city
wide. Larger commercial buildings on the newer periphery areas have numerous options
within the framework of these commercial design parameters to provide a unique facade
appearance and even provide an effect which breaks up the large, “big box” appearance.
Providing faux shutters and faux doors, for example, can give the effect of multiple or
varied facades even though only one business structure may be present. The Historical
Village Windmill design, for example, includes faux doors to provide the illusion of
multiple buildings or facades even though a limited number of actual portals is present on
the structure. Gable features can also be incorporated in the design of larger commercial
structures to offset otherwise relatively monotonous, big box appearance. Specific
requirements and design parameters for larger commercial buildings are listed below.
Intent
The intent of these design parameters is to reduce the massive scale and uniform, boxy
appearances associated with larger commercial buildings. The unique, quaint community
character of Pella should and can be respected through context and scale sensitive design.
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Facade Scale
Developments that have facades over 100 feet in linear length shall incorporate wall
projections or recesses a minimum of 3 feet in depth with a minimum of 20 contiguous
feet within each 100 feet of facade length. These recesses or wall projections shall
extend over at least 20 percent of the facade. Further, developments shall use Dutch
architectural element features along at least 60 percent of the facade.
Element Features
Element features include major element features and minor element features. A major
element feature is defined as a structural compositional element which changes the
outline, roof, superstructure or overall design of the building. A minor element feature is
defined as an ornamentation or architectural attachment feature which adds additional
character through embellishment, highlighting or otherwise furthering the established
style of the building defined by the major element feature(s).
Major Architectural Elements:
 Gables (Stepped, Beak, Neck, Bell)
 Roof Types (Saddle, Lean to Roof, Hipped Roof, Broken Roof, Hipped Gable)
Major Materials:
 Brick
 Stucco
 Mixture of Brick and Concrete Elements
Minor Elements:
 Faux shutters
 Faux doors
 Cupola
 Different bonds of masonry
 Geometric decorations
 Keystoning
 Mullions
 Bay windows
 Fascia
 Hip treatments
 Dutch arch
 Dormers

Klokkenspiel

Gables
Gables as a Dutch architectural element are strongly encouraged.
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Color, Texture, Material Variation
Building facades should include variation in colors, texture and material such that
intervals of repetition generally do not exceed thirty (30) feet, either horizontally or
vertically. At least one of the following elements must repeat horizontally:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Change in color
Change in texture
Change in material module
Change in architectural plane no less than twelve (12) inches in width, such as an
offset, reveal or projecting rib

Roofs
Variations in roof lines are encouraged. Roof lines should be varied with a change in
height every 100 linear feet in the building length. Parapets, mansard roofs, gable roofs,
hip roofs, or dormers shall be used to conceal flat roofs and roof top equipment from
public view.

Design Guidelines for Non-Building Features
Non-building features should be designed to present a unified theme throughout the city
and maintain a consistent look and feel that is complementary in architecture and
materials to the facades of the structure. The City of Pella encourages aesthetic design in
all the development projects throughout the city no matter the size or scope.
Cart Corrals
The cart corral shall have a finished look that is complimentary to the aesthetic style and
quality of the development in which the corrals will be located, specifically the corrals
should have a similar style to the front facade of the building.
1. It is strongly discouraged that cart corrals be constructed of metal, but if
constructed this way, they must be covered with wood, strong plastic such as
PVC or other materials such as decorative fencing. It is recommended that the
corrals be constructed of one the major materials listed on page 20. Other
design possibilities exist and may be used upon review and approval by the
Community Development Committee.
2. Colors for the cart corral must be chosen from the Dutch color pallete.
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Cart Storage
If carts will be stored outside the building, even for temporary purposes or short periods
of time, the storage area shall have a finished look that is complimentary to the aesthetic
style and quality of the development in which the carts will be stored. It is strongly
encouraged that the storage area be attached and integrated into the primary structure.
Detached storage facilities may be used, but it is encouraged that these storage facilities
then be designed to be architecturally consistent with the primary structure.
Dumpster Enclosures
All dumpster enclosures (including trash, recycling,
etc) should be of permanent construction, should be
100% opaque, and shall have a finished look that is
complimentary to the aesthetic style and quality of
the development in which the enclosures will be
located. The enclosures shall minimize the
exposure of dumpsters to the public view and be
integrated into the buildings.
1. It is encouraged that the location of the dumpster enclosure should be in the
rear of the building. If the building’s rear side faces a major corridor street,
then the dumpster enclosure shall be located on either side of the building,
preferably the side that is least viewable to the public.
2. It is strongly encouraged that dumpster enclosures shall be permanently
attached to the building. Detached, free standing enclosures may be built;
however the detached structure should not be situated on a moveable platform
or enclosed by a temporary structure.
The enclosure shall consist of one minor architectural element.
- Examples include geometric designs, keystoning or faux shutters
LED Lighting
LED lighting used for building architecture lighting not associated with signage shall be
permitted subject to Design Permit review. In no case shall colored LED lighting or
other colored lighting be used for building lighting. Any building lighting shall be white
and non colored.
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Signage Design Parameters
Context sensitive signage design is strongly encouraged in
Pella. The City Code requires that the Community
Development Committee review all sign permits and
consider such aspects of signage design as general design,
arrangement, texture, materials, colors, lighting and
placement. Further, the City Code requires that the CDC
review all proposed signs with respect to appropriateness
of sign in relation to other signs and other structures on
the premises and in the nearby area. Certain zoning
districts such as the CBD and CUC Districts have special
requirements for signage design.
Intent
The intent of the City Code signage regulations and these design parameters are to foster
a high quality of life and preserve and promote the community character of Pella through
context sensitive signage design.
CBD District
It is especially important that signage design in the downtown of Pella be context
sensitive. Internally lit signs of any kind are not allowed. Pole signs are not allowed.
Primary sign types found in the downtown include wall signs, portable specialty signs
and European shingle signs. Plastic signs are strongly discouraged. Signage material
generally should be wood or metal consistent with Old World design such as a metal
shingle sign. The CBD District is the quaint heart of Pella, and the signage in this district
reflects the European village character, which contributes to tourism and the overall
quality of life in the community.

The use of gooseneck
lighting is encouraged for
externally lit signs in the
Central Business District.
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Examples of Signage in the CBD District
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CUC District
The CUC District includes the entry gateways into the downtown on Washington Street
from West 5th Street to the CBD District and Main Street from the CBD District south to
Oskaloosa Street. These gateways into the heart of Pella are mixed use corridors.
Context sensitive signage design that respects nearby residential homes is strongly
encouraged. Pole signs are not allowed. Freestanding ground signs need to be externally
illuminated or non-lit.

Examples of Signage in the CUC District
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CC District
The CC District generally includes Washington Street west of West 5th Street and
Oskaloosa Street east of Main Street. These are the commercial gateways into the City.
Signage at Pella’s gateways should be context sensitive and consistent with the Pella
Color Palette. Pole signs are prohibited except for food, fuel and lodging uses in the
Highway 163 Bypass Signage Areas. Freestanding ground or elevated monument signs
and wall signs are encouraged. Externally lit or non lit signage is encouraged wherever
possible. Individual letters for wall signage is preferred over plastic cabinet design.
Country Inn & Suites, for example, primarily utilized individual letters for their hotel
wall signage.
Examples of Signage in the CC District
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Institutional Signs
Signs for institutions, including schools, colleges, universities, hospitals, churches and
other institutions should be context sensitive to adjacent residential neighborhoods. The
Sign Regulations expressly prohibit the stereotypical plastic cabinet design for
institutional signage. External lit or non lit signs are encouraged.
Signs for institutions should be
context sensitive to adjacent
residential neighborhoods. The
stereotypical plastic cabinet
design for institutional signs is
not allowed (see Sign
Regulations for definition).
Internal versus External Lighting
The use of internally lit signs is not allowed in the CBD District. Freestanding ground
signs in the CUC District need to be externally illuminated or non-lit. The use of
externally illuminated or non-illuminated signs is encouraged throughout the City.
Where internally lit signs are allowed, the City Code places additional size limitations on
such signs compared to externally lit or non-illuminated signs.
Colors
Signage colors should be chosen from the Pella Color Palette. Other colors may be
approved by the Community Development Committee. The use of dark green, earth tone
or white colors for signs is common, but color selection should always be context
sensitive. Bright or glossy colors are to be avoided.
Signs Expressly Prohibited by Code
The purpose of prohibiting certain signs in Pella is to preserve the quaint character and
Dutch heritage of the community and related tourism industry, protect the public safety of
motorists and pedestrians, foster context sensitive signage design, and to minimize the
negative visual impacts of signage on adjacent residential uses.









Neon or similar tube type is prohibited City wide
Internally lit signs are prohibited in the CBD District
Internally lit freestanding ground signs are prohibited in the CUC Districts
Freestanding Elevated (Pole) signs are prohibited except for food, fuel, and lodging
uses in Highway 163 Bypass Signage areas
Electronically or mechanically moving signs are prohibited City wide
Window signs shall not contain internal lighting (City-wide)
Open light bulbs, flashing, blinking or rotating lights are prohibited City wide
Any signs which are not specifically listed in the Sign Ordinance are not permitted
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The sign regulations of the Pella Zoning Ordinance contain additional provisions not
listed in this manual. Please contact the zoning administrator for further information and
for sign permit application forms.
Outdoor Fixtures
Outdoor fixtures, including seating fixtures, awnings, tables, lighting, fencing,
landscaping containers and other fixtures are subject to Community Development
Committee review and approval in the Design Review and Dutch Residential Overlay
Districts. Context sensitive design with respect to the general location and adjacent
building architecture should be kept in mind when considering outdoor fixtures. Glossy,
bright colored or plastic appearance fixtures should generally be avoided.
Peddlers

Gable roofs are a
common Peddler
design element.

The Pella Zoning Ordinance limits peddlers as a use to the
commercial zoning districts and further requires Community
Development Committee review. Peddlers that exceed thirty (30)
days consecutive or nonconsecutive per calendar year are required
to have a Dutch theme. Gable roofs are one of the most common
architectural elements used to achieve a Dutch theme. Faux
shutters are also utilized. In addition, color and material selection
and context sensitive design shall be considered by the Committee
for peddlers that exceed thirty (30) days per year. Peddlers that do
not exceed thirty (30) days per year are encouraged to have a
Dutch theme. A peddler’s permit is required.

Banners in the Public Right of Way
Banners in the public right of way require Community Development
Committee approval and are subject to the Pella Zoning Ordinance,
Sign Regulations chapter. The Committee shall consider colors,
materials and themes, special event and seasonal design factors when
reviewing sign permits for banners in the public right of way. A sign
permit is required.
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Respecting Community Character While Accommodating New Development
The City of Pella and the Community Development Committee encourage new
development and stand ready to assist developers and businesses with the Design Permit
requirements. While the City recognizes that certain businesses have “typical designs”
for their establishments in other communities, we hope you also recognize that Pella is a
unique community that prides itself on its Dutch heritage and high quality of life.

Windmill Interpretative Center
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Pella Color Palette
The Pella Color Palette is an approved target guide of colors that are in keeping with the
character of the community. The Pella Color Palette uses the historic color palettes from
Sherwin-Williams, Benjamin Moore, and Diamond Vogel. Architects, building and sign
contractors, and local paint stores generally are familiar with or can match colors from any of the
proposed historic color palettes.
The Community Development Committee must review all major projects including new building
construction or building additions, modification to the main building, or repainting major
portions of the building. Also, please consider the finish of the proposed paint (gloss, satin, flat,
etc.).
The Pella Color Palette is available for loaning out at the Planning and Zoning Department.

8”
24”

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS
The following items are required
when submitting a Design Permit:
Completed Application Form
Concept Drawing/Elevation
Proposed Colors, Building Materials
Examples of acceptable attachments
are shown to the left and above.
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Design Review Checklist
Building Design
__
Accurate, detailed scale drawings and elevations illustrating the proposed construction or
alteration.
__
Accurate, detailed drawings or photographs showing existing conditions of the building.
__
Accurate detailed scale drawings of site plan (where site plan submittal required).
__
Samples, specifications, photos of all materials ie: door cut sheets, window/grille specs,
siding, handrails, fencing, brick, etc.
__
Accurate and sufficient samples of paint chips for primary and trim colors.
__
Manufacturer’s cut sheet or specifications and locations for all HVAC units and other
infrastructure (where such infrastructure will be located outside the building).
__
Sample and/or specifications of roofing material.
__
Narrative explaining the scope of work proposed.
__
Additional drawing(s) or sections of details for trim and finish work.

Signs
__
Accurate, scaled color rendering of proposed sign, or photograph if already existing.
__
Material specifications; accurate and sufficient samples of each proposed color.
__
Photograph or accurate scale drawing of building elevation showing proposed location(s)
of wall signage, window signs, European shingle signs and other attached signage.
__
Photograph or accurate scale drawing of site plan showing proposed location of
freestanding sign.
__
Type & location of all lighting fixtures.

Outdoor Fixtures
__
Accurate, detailed scale drawing of fences, screening, benches, seating, tables,
architectural ornamentation or other outdoor fixtures.
__
Manufacturer’s cut sheets for all fixture(s); photos if available; specify colors.

Lighting
__
Show numbers & locations of proposed lights on a site plan.
__
Provide manufacturer’s cut sheets for all fixture(s) and/or pole(s); photos if available;
specify colors.
__
Specify types of bulbs and size/intensity for each type of fixture.
__
Accurate, scale drawings or photographs of building elevations for wall mounted lights.

Awnings/Canopies
__
Photo or brochure showing proposed design.
__
Color sample or swatch of proposed material.
__
Photograph or accurate scale drawing of building, showing where awning is to be
installed.
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Dutch Architectural Element Glossary
Bay Window: A large window that projects from the outer wall of a building.
Building Tie: A diamond or rectangular shaped element which is usually black metal in
appearance and is the exposed end of a tie rod or horizontal building support. Building ties can
also be vertical or other shapes.

Building Tie
Cupola: A small, domed roof element.
Dormer: A window set vertically in a small gable projecting from a sloping roof.

Dormer
Dutch Arch: An arch feature located above a window.

Dutch Arch
Fascia: A flat horizontal band located between architectural moldings.
Gable: The wall section at the ends of a sloping roof bounded by the two roof slopes and the
ridgepole location. Typical gable types in Pella include the beak, bell, neck and stepped gables.

Beak Gable

Bell Gable

Neck Gable

Stepped Gable

Hindeloopen: An style of painting originating from the village of Hindeloopen in the Netherlands.
Hindeloopen can be sometimes found on exteriors as well as interiors of buildings in Pella.
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Hindeloopen
Keystone: The centrally located wedge-shaped stone of an arch that locks the arch together.
Keystoning: Usage of keystones on building facades.
Lantern/Faux Lantern: An Old World looking light fixture which may or may not actually be
functional as a source of illumination.

Lantern

Little Amsterdamer: A Dutch style traffic bollard which is all black in color or in some cases
different colors, such as black with white markings or other colors.

Little Amsterdamer
Mullions: A vertical line or strip separating windowpanes.
Ridgepole: The horizontal beam at the ridge of a roof to which the rafters are attached.
Sash Window: A sliding section of a window or window frame with multiple glass panes.
Shutters, Faux: Architectural elements which appear to be actual hinged covers or screening
devices for windows but which are decorative and permanently attached to a wall.

Faux Shutters
Shutters: Hinged covers or screening devices for windows which can be used to block or close
windows.
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Stucco: A durable, fine finish for exterior walls usually consisting of cement, sand and lime.
Window (Flower) Box: A long, narrow box containing flowers located on the windowsill.

Window Box
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