CITY OF PELLA, IOWA
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TENTATIVE MEETING AGENDA

Monday, June 20, 2022

6:00 P.M.

Public Safety Complex – 614 Main St.

A. Call to Order by the Chairperson and Roll Call
B. Chairperson’s Comments
1. Approval of tentative agenda
C. Public Forum (for anyone wishing to address the Board)
D. Approval of Minutes
1. May 16, 2022 meeting
E. Public Hearing
1. Consider an appeal from Dody Boat concerning the Zoning Administrator’s decision that
having a recreational vehicle stored at 1358 Northwest Dr. is not a violation of City Code
(Case BOA22-05)
F. New Business - None
G. Other Business
1. Work session to discuss Board membership eligibility
2. Next meeting scheduled for July 18, 2022
H. Board Comments
I. Adjourn
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CITY OF PELLA, IOWA
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES
MAY 16, 2022
CALL TO ORDER BY THE CHAIRPERSON AND ROLL CALL
Chairperson Westra called the Board of Adjustment to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Public
Safety Complex. Members present were: Kristi Kious, Vince Nossaman, Jaci Nunnikhoven, Susan
Reiter, Lyle Vander Meiden, and Corey Westra; absent: Merlan Rolffs and Mike Vander Wert.
Staff present: Planning and Zoning Director Gerald Buydos, Zoning Analyst Jared Parker, and the
Deputy City Clerk. One member of the public attended the meeting.
CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS
Approval of the Tentative Agenda
Motion by Reiter, second by Nunnikhoven to approve the tentative agenda. Motion carried
6-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Vander Meiden, second by Reiter to approve the amended April 18, 2022
minutes. Motion carried 6-0.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Consider a Variance Request from Brett Nossaman to Construct an Accessory Structure in
the Front Yard of the Property Located at 962 218th Ave.
V. Nossaman stated he would be abstaining from discussion as a Board member on this
item, due to his familial relationship with the applicant.
Brett Nossaman submitted a variance application for his property located at 962 218th Ave.
The applicant requested a variance to permit a detached garage in the front yard when City Code
Sections 165.30.3 (A) and (B) require that all accessory structures be placed in the rear yard.
Convened Public Hearing on the variance request. No written comments were received.
B. Nossaman, the applicant, spoke in favor of the variance and answered questions from
the Board. He explained that he bought the property prior to it being included in the City’s
extraterritorial jurisdiction. He stated that a concrete pad was poured years ago, with the intent of
placing a detached garage in the proposed front yard location. He also explained that a large, old
oak tree on the property also limits where the garage can be placed, as he would like to preserve
the tree. The topography of the lot also presents issues with where the structure could be placed.
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V. Nossaman also spoke in favor of the variance. He echoed B. Nossaman’s statements
and stated that the Board has approved variances for other properties with similar issues in the
past.
Motion by Reiter, second by Nunnikhoven to close the Public Hearing as no further
comments were received. On roll call, the vote was: ayes: Reiter, Nunnikhoven, Kious, Vander
Meiden, Westra; nays: none; abstain: V. Nossaman. Motion carried 5-0-1.
Motion by Vander Meiden, second by Kious to approve the variance request as submitted,
due to the property survey provided and the fact that the property was purchased with the intent to
build a detached garage in the front yard prior to the change in extraterritorial zoning. On roll call,
the vote was: ayes: Vander Meiden, Kious, Nunnikhoven, Reiter, Westra; nays: none; abstain:
V. Nossaman. Motion carried 5-0-1.
OTHER BUSINESS
Next Meeting Date
The next meeting is scheduled for June 20, 2022. Planning and Zoning Director Gerald
Buydos informed the Board that another SUP for a roof-mounted solar panel array, as well as a
possible appeal of staff’s decision, will be on the agenda for the next meeting.
Adjourned at 6:24 p.m.
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THE

CITY of PELLA
STAFF MEMO TO BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
ITEM NO:

E-1

SUBJECT:

Appeal from Dody Boat Concerning Storage of Recreational Vehicles and Boats in Residential
Neighborhoods.

DATE:

June 20, 2022

BACKGROUND:
On May 13, 2022, Dody Boat submitted a request to appeal the decision of the Zoning Administrator
regarding storage of Recreational Vehicles (RV) on residential properties in the City of Pella. A complaint
had been submitted regarding parking of an RV at 1358 Northwest Drive. Staff inspected the property and
made the determination, based on city code, that the RV met all applicable rules for storage of an RV on
residential property. The applicant was informed in writing of the decision. The applicant is now
appealing that decision to the Board of Adjustment.
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARKING AND STORAGE RULES:
Section 165.32.12 of the Pella Municipal Code deals with off-street parking requirements for personal
vehicles.
12. Parking for Personal Vehicles. This section permits the parking of personal vehicles on a single lot
in a residential district subject to specific conditions. Personal vehicles include: passenger cars; vans;
pick-up trucks; camper shells, toppers and other similar appurtenances intended for attachment to a
personal vehicle; trailers under 25 feet in length, and boats under 25 feet in length. The maximum height
of any personal vehicle shall be eight feet from grade. Trucks, tractor cab units, trailers, recreational
vehicles, boats over 25 feet in length and vehicles over ten tons gross empty weight shall be defined as
heavy commercial vehicles.
A. Definitions for Residential Parking. The following definitions shall govern the interpretation of this
section.
(1) “Parking” means the placement on a residential lot of a vehicle for any substantially uninterrupted
period of time not exceeding forty-eight (48) hours. All parking areas except for residential lots in the A1
and RR Districts are required to be paved or permanently surfaced with concrete.
(2) “Storage” means the substantially uninterrupted placement on a residential lot of any vehicle for
any consecutive period of time exceeding forty-eight (48) hours.
B. Location of Parking.
(1) Parking is permitted within any enclosed structure when such structure conforms to the
regulations of its zoning district.
(2) Parking of personal vehicles is permitted on a paved driveway (outside of an enclosed structure)
within the front yard setback, but shall in no case encroach upon the public right-of-way.
(3) Parking of personal vehicles may occur in the rear yard setback (outside of an enclosed structure
and not on the front yard paved driveway) if the Zoning Administrator determines that such parking

conforms to the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, under the following condition: The parking space is
provided on a paved surface connected by a paved surface to a dedicated public right-of-way and/or alley.
Residential lots in the A1 or RR Districts are exempt from the paving requirements of this section.
(4) Parking of trucks, other than panel or pickup trucks of less than one ton capacity is prohibited in
residential areas except to load or unload. Heavy commercial vehicles, including tractor cab units rated at
more than one-ton capacity, and recreational vehicles shall not be parked at any time within the business
district of Pella or on any lot within residential zoning districts for a period exceeding forty-eight (48)
hours.
C. Special Provisions for Storage of Recreational Vehicles and Boats. Storage of recreational vehicles
and boats within residential districts is subject to the following conditions:
(1) Recreational vehicles and boats must be maintained in a clean, well-kept state.
(2) Recreational vehicles and boats equipped with liquefied petroleum gas containers must ensure
that such containers meet the current standards of the Interstate Commerce Commission, the United States
Department of Transportation, or the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. Any valves must be
closed at all times that the vehicle is not in preparation for immediate use. Leaks in containers must be
repaired immediately.
(3) Recreational vehicles may be used as temporary parking by non-paying guests for a maximum of
seven consecutive days or fourteen days total during any calendar year. Cooking in the recreational
vehicle is prohibited at all times.
(4) Recreational vehicles and boats may not be permanently connected to utility lines.
(5) Recreational vehicles and boats may not be used for the storage of goods, materials, or equipment
other than those items which pertain to the use of the vehicle.
(6) Storage Location for Recreational Vehicles and Boats. No recreational vehicle or boat shall be
stored in the front yard of a residential lot except for the following:
a. Where it is determined by the Zoning Administrator that the side or rear yard is not reasonably
accessible, then not more than one (1) vehicle may be stored in the front yard.
b. Where the residential lot is located in a RR or A1 District.
In no case, however, shall the storage in the front yard encroach on any public right-of-way.
(7) Rear Yard Storage Required, If Accessible. All recreational vehicles and boats shall be stored
only in the rear yard, where one exists, except that where no rear yard exists, or where the Zoning
Administrator determines that an existing rear yard is not reasonably accessible, then not more than one
(1) vehicle shall be stored in a side yard, provided that no part of such vehicle may be stored closer than
three feet (3') to any side or rear property line. Residences in the RR and A1 Districts shall be exempt
from this provision.
The Zoning Administrator has reviewed the code and determined that storage of the RV at 1358 Northwest
Drive is allowed under Section 165.32.12 (C) “Special Provisions for Storage of Recreational Vehicles and
Boats” above and based on the following determining factors:
1. The property is zoned Low-Density Single-Family Residential (R1).
2. The RV is stored on the property as allowed by code and defined by 165.12.A(2) “Storage” means
the substantially uninterrupted placement on a residential lot of any vehicle for any consecutive period
of time exceeding forty-eight (48) hours.
3. The RV is stored in the side yard setback and not within 3’ of the property line.
4. The RV is clean and in a well-kept state.
5. The RV is not connected permanently to utility lines.
Included in the powers and duties of the Board of Adjustment is the ability “to hear and decide appeals
where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirement, decision, or determination made by the Zoning
Administrator in the enforcement of this Zoning Ordinance.” It is important to note that the appellant is

requesting the Board of Adjustment classify RVs over 25 feet in length be considered heavy commercial
vehicles and under Section 165.32.12 (B)(4) that they not be allowed to be parked in residential
neighborhoods. The appellant’s reasoning for this is provided as an appeal attachment to this report.
The Board of Adjustment has the following options in this matter:
1. Uphold staff’s decision that the RV is stored in accordance with Pella Municipal Code.
2. Reverse or modify the decision of the Zoning Administrator.
The concurring vote of a majority of the entire Board is required to reverse or modify the decision of the
Zoning Administrator.
ATTACHMENTS:

Appeal Application, Staff Denial Letter, Pictures of Subject RV,
Supplemental Documents Submitted by Appellant, Written Comments

REPORT PREPARED BY:

Zoning Administrator

REPORT REVIEWED BY:

Zoning Analyst, Deputy City Clerk

Pella Planning & Zoning Department

SUBMIT COMPLETED TO:

APPLICATION TO
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

City of Pella
Planning and Zoning Department
825 Broadway Street
Pella, IA 50219

Document updated on January 1, 2020

The Board of Adjustment shall have the power and duty to consider applications for administrative appeals, special use
permits, variances, and minor modifications. No application will be accepted unless it complies with all the submittal
requirements. Incomplete applications will not be accepted or reviewed by city staff.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION

Name: Dody Boat

Name: Shane and Deborah McSheehy

Address: 915 Elm, Pella, IA 50219

Address: 1358 Northwest Drive, Pella, IA 50219

Phone: 641-628-3009

Phone: Unknown

Email: dodyboat@iowatelecom.net

Email: Unknown:

SECTION 1. SUBJECT PROPERTY INFORMATION
Site Address: 1358 Northwest Drive, Pella, IA 50219

Parcel ID: 1445800000

Zoning District: R1

Total Acreage: 0.25

Project Summary: Not Applicable

SECTION 2. PROJECT TYPE (Check which applies. See additional requirements below.)
o A) Variance is requested to relieve the strict application of the provisions in the city’s Zoning Code.
o B) Minor Modification is requested in accordance with Chapter 165.43.3.H of the city’s Zoning Code.
o C) Special Use Permit is requested as allowed per Table 165.12-2 in the city’s Zoning Code.
o D) Administrative Appeal of a decision or determination by city staff in the Zoning Code.
SUBSECTION 2A. VARIANCE INFORMATION
A variance is requested from Section Not Applicable of the Pella zoning ordinance. The purpose of this request is to:
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please explain how the variance being requested will meet the following standards and criteria listed below.
1. Explain how the strict application of the zoning ordinance produces an unreasonable burden (i.e. hardship) and
would deprives you of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district or surrounding area.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Explain how the hardship is not shared by other properties in the same zoning district or surrounding area.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Explain how the variance, if granted, will not cause substantial detriment, harm, or damage to adjacent properties
and will not change the character of the district or neighborhood.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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4. Explain how the granting of this variance is based upon reason of demonstrable and exceptional hardship as
distinguished from variations for purposes of convenience, profit or caprice.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Explain how the condition, or situation of the property concerned, is not so general or recurring, that it would be
more practical to change the code section that you are seeking relief from to this Zoning Ordinance.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Explain how the granting of this variance will not cause substantial detriment to the public good and will not
substantially impair the intent and purpose of any ordinance or resolution.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Explain how the land in question cannot yield a reasonable return from any use permitted by the regulations of the
district in which the land is located. Failure to yield a reasonable return may only be shown by proof that the owner has
been deprived of all beneficial or productive use of the land in question. It is not sufficient merely to show that the
value of the land has been depreciated by the regulations or that a variance would permit the owner to maintain a more
profitable use.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBSECTION 2B. MINOR MODIFICATION INFORMATION
The Zoning Code allows the Board of Adjustment to review and authorize minor modifications in compliance with the
applicable provisions outlined below. Please check which minor modification you are requesting. - Not applicable

o Reduce the required minimum front and rear yard setbacks for principal structures in the residential districts by
no more than five feet, based on the setback standards.

o Reduce the required minimum interior and street side setbacks for principal structures in the residential districts
by no more than two feet and five feet, respectively, based on the setback standards in the district.

o Increase the maximum height of a detached garage (measured from ground to roof’s midpoint) in the residential
districts to 20 feet or the height of the principal structure, whichever is less.

o Allow an addition to an existing legal nonconforming structure to extend no closer to the property line than an
adjoining portion of the existing structure.

o Allow an increase in the aggregate maximum size of all accessory structures on a property by 15% above the
square footage requirements allowed in 165.30(3.E).

o Reduce the minimum required front, interior and street side, and rear yard setbacks in the residential districts,
without limit, as required to provide handicap accessible ramps to a dwelling or allow reconstruction of a
historically accurate structure.
Please explain how the minor modification requested will meet the following standards and criteria listed below.
1. Will this request present any adverse, or unfavorable, impacts to the subject site or the surrounding properties?
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Does this request substantially increase the congestion of buildings, people, or motor vehicles?
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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3. Will this minor modification endanger public health or safety, or otherwise be materially detrimental or harmful to
nearby neighbors or the public at large?
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. If approved, will this request excessively tax public utilities or governmental services; or substantially injure the
enjoyment, use, development, or value of the property in the vicinity?
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Explain how the property in question will benefit by approval of the minor modification without negatively
impacting the neighborhood.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBSECTION 2C. SPECIAL USE PERMIT INFORMATION
The Pella Board of Adjustment reviews SUP requests which have unusual site development or operating characteristics.
The request shall comply with Table 165.37-1 of the zoning ordinance and the following criteria listed below. - Not
applicable
1. Please provide a short description of the nature and operating characteristics that are proposed and explain how the
proposed use will be in harmony with the general purpose, goals, objectives, and standards of the Comprehensive Plan
and Zoning Code.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Explain how the proposed use will not have a substantial, undue, or adverse effect upon adjacent property, the
character of the neighborhood, traffic conditions, or parking.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Explain how the proposed use will be constructed, arranged, or operated so as not to dominate the immediate
vicinity or to interfere with the development and use of adjacent property in accordance with the applicable regulations.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Explain how the proposed use is served by essential public facilities and services? Such as highways, streets,
parking spaces, police and fire protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, water, sewers, and schools, or that the
persons or agencies responsible for the establishment of the proposed use will provide adequately for such services.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Explain how the proposed use will not result in the destruction, loss, or damage of any natural, scenic, or historic
feature of significant importance.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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6. Explain how the proposed use complies with all additional standards imposed on it by the provisions of the zoning
district in which such special use may be authorized. Please identify which zoning district your business will be in.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBSECTION 2D. APPEAL STAFF DECISION INFORMATION
This request must be submitted to the Planning and Zoning Department within thirty days of the administrative action
or decision being appealed. The appellant has the burden of proof and must be prepared to present plans to the Board of
Adjustment at the scheduled public hearing.
Zoning Code Section(s) subject to Appeal:

165.32.12(C)

Explain the decision made by staff which is being requested to be reviewed by the Board of Adjustment:
On May 2, 2022, Planning and Zoning Administrator Gerald Buydos determined that the "recreational vehicle" stored at
1358 Northwest Drive does not violate the City Ordinance 165.32.12(C). I request that the Board of Adjustment review
this determination. This decision is contrary to the express language of Ordinance 165.32.12(C). The trailer at issue is
taller than 8 feet and longer than 25 feet, making it a heavy commercial vehicle under the City Code. As such, the trailer
is ineligible for off-street parking or storage of this type.

SECTION 3.

REQUIRED APPLICATION DOCUMENTS

Applications will not be considered or accepted by staff unless the following items are completed and included:

o Pre-Application meeting with city staff – Date of Meeting: April 20, 2022
o Application Review Fee – Residential: $50.00; Nonresidential: $200.00 (Checks payable to City of Pella)
o

Conceptual Site Plan – Map illustrating the location of subject property and proposed project. --- Not

Applicable

o Business Plan – Document summarizing business operations, services, projected sales, etc. --- Not Applicable
o Building Elevations – Drawings illustrating any proposed structure/building. --- Not Applicable
SECTION 4. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (Please check which applies)
I certify that N/A I am the legal owner on record, or N/A I have secured the property owner’s permission, to submit
this application and that the above information is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge.

Dody Boat (/s Dody Boat)

May 13, 2022

Printed Name and Signature of Applicant

Date

Not Applicable
Printed Name and Signature of Property Owner

City of Pella, Iowa

Date
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Pella Planning & Zoning Department

SUBMIT COMPLETED TO:

APPLICATION TO
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

City of Pella
Planning and Zoning Department
825 Broadway Street
Pella, IA 50219

Document updated on January 1, 2020

The Board of Adjustment shall have the power and duty to consider applications for administrative appeals, special use
permits, variances, and minor modifications. No application will be accepted unless it complies with all the submittal
requirements. Incomplete applications will not be accepted or reviewed by city staff.

APPLICANT INFORMATION

PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION

Name: Dody Boat

Name: Shane and Deborah McSheehy

Address: 915 Elm, Pella, IA 50219

Address: 1358 Northwest Drive, Pella, IA 50219

Phone: 641-628-3009

Phone: Unknown

Email: dodyboat@iowatelecom.net

Email: Unknown:

SECTION 1. SUBJECT PROPERTY INFORMATION
Site Address: 1358 Northwest Drive, Pella, IA 50219

Parcel ID: 1445800000

Zoning District: R1

Total Acreage: 0.25

Project Summary: Not Applicable

SECTION 2. PROJECT TYPE (Check which applies. See additional requirements below.)
o A) Variance is requested to relieve the strict application of the provisions in the city’s Zoning Code.
o B) Minor Modification is requested in accordance with Chapter 165.43.3.H of the city’s Zoning Code.
o C) Special Use Permit is requested as allowed per Table 165.12-2 in the city’s Zoning Code.
o D) Administrative Appeal of a decision or determination by city staff in the Zoning Code.
SUBSECTION 2A. VARIANCE INFORMATION
A variance is requested from Section Not Applicable of the Pella zoning ordinance. The purpose of this request is to:
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please explain how the variance being requested will meet the following standards and criteria listed below.
1. Explain how the strict application of the zoning ordinance produces an unreasonable burden (i.e. hardship) and
would deprives you of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district or surrounding area.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Explain how the hardship is not shared by other properties in the same zoning district or surrounding area.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Explain how the variance, if granted, will not cause substantial detriment, harm, or damage to adjacent properties
and will not change the character of the district or neighborhood.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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4. Explain how the granting of this variance is based upon reason of demonstrable and exceptional hardship as
distinguished from variations for purposes of convenience, profit or caprice.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Explain how the condition, or situation of the property concerned, is not so general or recurring, that it would be
more practical to change the code section that you are seeking relief from to this Zoning Ordinance.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Explain how the granting of this variance will not cause substantial detriment to the public good and will not
substantially impair the intent and purpose of any ordinance or resolution.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Explain how the land in question cannot yield a reasonable return from any use permitted by the regulations of the
district in which the land is located. Failure to yield a reasonable return may only be shown by proof that the owner has
been deprived of all beneficial or productive use of the land in question. It is not sufficient merely to show that the
value of the land has been depreciated by the regulations or that a variance would permit the owner to maintain a more
profitable use.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBSECTION 2B. MINOR MODIFICATION INFORMATION
The Zoning Code allows the Board of Adjustment to review and authorize minor modifications in compliance with the
applicable provisions outlined below. Please check which minor modification you are requesting. - Not applicable

o Reduce the required minimum front and rear yard setbacks for principal structures in the residential districts by
no more than five feet, based on the setback standards.

o Reduce the required minimum interior and street side setbacks for principal structures in the residential districts
by no more than two feet and five feet, respectively, based on the setback standards in the district.

o Increase the maximum height of a detached garage (measured from ground to roof’s midpoint) in the residential
districts to 20 feet or the height of the principal structure, whichever is less.

o Allow an addition to an existing legal nonconforming structure to extend no closer to the property line than an
adjoining portion of the existing structure.

o Allow an increase in the aggregate maximum size of all accessory structures on a property by 15% above the
square footage requirements allowed in 165.30(3.E).

o Reduce the minimum required front, interior and street side, and rear yard setbacks in the residential districts,
without limit, as required to provide handicap accessible ramps to a dwelling or allow reconstruction of a
historically accurate structure.
Please explain how the minor modification requested will meet the following standards and criteria listed below.
1. Will this request present any adverse, or unfavorable, impacts to the subject site or the surrounding properties?
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Does this request substantially increase the congestion of buildings, people, or motor vehicles?
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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3. Will this minor modification endanger public health or safety, or otherwise be materially detrimental or harmful to
nearby neighbors or the public at large?
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. If approved, will this request excessively tax public utilities or governmental services; or substantially injure the
enjoyment, use, development, or value of the property in the vicinity?
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Explain how the property in question will benefit by approval of the minor modification without negatively
impacting the neighborhood.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBSECTION 2C. SPECIAL USE PERMIT INFORMATION
The Pella Board of Adjustment reviews SUP requests which have unusual site development or operating characteristics.
The request shall comply with Table 165.37-1 of the zoning ordinance and the following criteria listed below. - Not
applicable
1. Please provide a short description of the nature and operating characteristics that are proposed and explain how the
proposed use will be in harmony with the general purpose, goals, objectives, and standards of the Comprehensive Plan
and Zoning Code.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Explain how the proposed use will not have a substantial, undue, or adverse effect upon adjacent property, the
character of the neighborhood, traffic conditions, or parking.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Explain how the proposed use will be constructed, arranged, or operated so as not to dominate the immediate
vicinity or to interfere with the development and use of adjacent property in accordance with the applicable regulations.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Explain how the proposed use is served by essential public facilities and services? Such as highways, streets,
parking spaces, police and fire protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, water, sewers, and schools, or that the
persons or agencies responsible for the establishment of the proposed use will provide adequately for such services.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Explain how the proposed use will not result in the destruction, loss, or damage of any natural, scenic, or historic
feature of significant importance.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
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6. Explain how the proposed use complies with all additional standards imposed on it by the provisions of the zoning
district in which such special use may be authorized. Please identify which zoning district your business will be in.
______Not Applicable______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBSECTION 2D. APPEAL STAFF DECISION INFORMATION
This request must be submitted to the Planning and Zoning Department within thirty days of the administrative action
or decision being appealed. The appellant has the burden of proof and must be prepared to present plans to the Board of
Adjustment at the scheduled public hearing.
Zoning Code Section(s) subject to Appeal:

165.32.12(C)

Explain the decision made by staff which is being requested to be reviewed by the Board of Adjustment:
On May 2, 2022, Planning and Zoning Administrator Gerald Buydos determined that the "recreational vehicle" stored at
1358 Northwest Drive does not violate the City Ordinance 165.32.12(C). I request that the Board of Adjustment review
this determination. This decision is contrary to the express language of Ordinance 165.32.12(C). The trailer at issue is
taller than 8 feet and longer than 25 feet, making it a heavy commercial vehicle under the City Code. As such, the trailer
is ineligible for off-street parking or storage of this type.

SECTION 3.

REQUIRED APPLICATION DOCUMENTS

Applications will not be considered or accepted by staff unless the following items are completed and included:

o Pre-Application meeting with city staff – Date of Meeting: April 20, 2022
o Application Review Fee – Residential: $50.00; Nonresidential: $200.00 (Checks payable to City of Pella)
o

Conceptual Site Plan – Map illustrating the location of subject property and proposed project. --- Not

Applicable

o Business Plan – Document summarizing business operations, services, projected sales, etc. --- Not Applicable
o Building Elevations – Drawings illustrating any proposed structure/building. --- Not Applicable
SECTION 4. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS (Please check which applies)
I certify that N/A I am the legal owner on record, or N/A I have secured the property owner’s permission, to submit
this application and that the above information is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge.

Dody Boat (/s Dody Boat)

May 13, 2022

Printed Name and Signature of Applicant

Date

Not Applicable
Printed Name and Signature of Property Owner

City of Pella, Iowa

Date
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Cynthia Vaske
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Gerald Buydos
Tuesday, June 14, 2022 12:24 PM
Doug Van Zee; Jared Parker
Cynthia Vaske
RE: 1358 NW Dr

Received. We will include in the record.
From: Doug Van Zee <doug@c21sre.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2022 12:00 PM
To: Gerald Buydos <gbuydos@cityofpella.com>; Jared Parker <jparker@cityofpella.com>
Subject: 1358 NW Dr
I believe this property is on the BOA agenda for this Monday June 20.
Please accept this email as a motion of support for the property owner to exercise their rights by code to park their
travel trailer on their property.
Regards
-Douglas Van Zee
Broker Associate, Licensed in the State of Iowa
Century 21 Signature Real Estate
(641) 780-1608
doug@c21sre.com
All offices are independently owned and operated
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Cynthia Vaske
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gerald Buydos
Monday, June 20, 2022 8:25 AM
Cynthia Vaske
FW: Meeting Tonight

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

From: Joe Kempen <kempenj@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 20, 2022 8:22 AM
To: Gerald Buydos <gbuydos@cityofpella.com>
Subject: Meeting Tonight
Good morning,
My name is Joe Kempen and I was made aware of a board of adjustment meeting this evening discussing the ordinance
allowing Pella residents to store RVs and boats at our residences. As a resident of Pella, I am comfortable with the
ordinance as it stands. As an RV owner, I appreciate that there is an allowance for me to stage my unit for packing
before a trip and unpacking after a trim, in addition to having time for service and care.
Thanks for your engagement with and support of our community.
Joe Kempen
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THE

CITY of PELLA
STAFF MEMO TO BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
ITEM NO:

G-1

SUBJECT:

Work Session to Discuss Board Membership Eligibility

DATE:

June 20, 2022

Staff would like to inform the Board of recent changes to city zoning administration under Iowa Code
Section 414.23 that will go into effect July 1, 2022.
ATTACHMENTS:
PREPARED BY:
REVIEWED BY:

Letters to Mahaska and Marion County Board of Supervisors
Deputy City Clerk
Planning and Zoning Director

