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Planning and Zoning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
January 27, 2014 

 
1) The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2) Roll Call.   

 Present: Craig Agan, Julio Chiarella, Jim Danks, Mike Vander Molen, Gary Van 

Vark, Ann Visser, Teri Vos. 

 

Absent: Nelson Bogaard, David Landon, Bob Smith, Ervin Van Wyk. 
 
Others Present: Marvin Thomason (Iowa Renting & Leasing), Ron Zantingh 

(Grace Fellowship Church), George Wesselhoft. 
 
3)    Annual Elections. 

The Commission unanimously elected Jim Danks as Chair and Bob Smith as Vice 

Chair for 2014. 
 
4) Approval of Minutes.  The minutes of the December 9, 2013 regular meeting 

were approved as submitted.  
 
5)    Public Hearing on Rezoning Application by Iowa Renting & Leasing, Inc. II to  

Rezone the Property Located at 2485 Business Highway 163 (Legal: 

Commencing at the SW corner of said SE ¼ of the SE ¼; thence North 0 degrees 

14’ 55” East 114.63 feet along the West line of said SE ¼ of the SE ¼; thence 

South 86 degrees 06’ 35” East 503.64 feet along an existing fence line; thence 

South 0 degrees 19’ 07” West 416.42 feet continuing along said fence; thence 

South 77 degrees 32’ 30” East 44.27 feet; thence South 2 degrees 47’ 34” West 

along said fence 70.72 feet to the North right of way line fence of Highway No. 

163; thence along the North right-of-way line North 75 degrees 36’ 30” West 

150.69 feet leaving said fence; thence North 75 degrees 43’ 30” West 408.4 feet 

to the West line of said Lot “E” thence North 0 degrees 16’ 10” East along the 

said West line 277.99 feet to the point of beginning; the South line of described 

tract follows the North line of the Public Highway No 163 as described in Book 

68, Page 147, in the office of the Recorder, Marion County Courthouse.  The East 

line of the SE ¼ of said Section 12 is taken to bear North for the purposes of this 

description) from CC Community Commercial District to M1 Limited/Light 

Industrial District.    Iowa Renting and Leasing, Inc. II submitted a rezoning 

application for the property located at 2485 Business Highway 163.  This property 

is located in the Marion County Extraterritorial Zoning Jurisdiction and consists 

of 5.91 acres.  The current zoning under the extraterritorial zoning is CC 

Community Commercial.  The proposed zoning is M1 Limited/Light Industrial.  

The proposed uses include traditional mini-storage, climate controlled storage, 

records storage, indoor and outdoor boat, RV and auto storage, storage materials 

sales and leasing, and moving and truck and trailer leasing.  In addition, the 

applicant is also proposing a possible indoor go-cart track, which would fall under 

indoor recreation, a permitted use in both CC and M1 zoning. The Comprehensive 
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Plan, Future Land Use Map targets the area proposed to be rezoned for 

Commercial.  Therefore, the rezoning proposal is not consistent with the 

Comprehensive Plan.   

 

No oral or written comments were received. 

 

The public hearing was closed. 
 
6)    Rezoning Application by Iowa Renting & Leasing, Inc. II to Rezone the Property  

Located at 2485 Business Highway 163 from CC Community Commercial 

District to M1 Limited/Light Industrial District.   

  

Marvin Thomason stated that he was surprised to learn that technically speaking 

75% of the property could not be used for the traditional use of the property 

which has been warehousing.  He referenced the prior commercial rezoning by 

Mr. Gregory Pabich for a video game business but added that it is very hard for 

him to think about a commercial business that would occupy 25,000 square feet of 

warehousing space, so the idea is to come back to use the space as light industrial 

to restore the use as warehouse.  Mr. Thomason mentioned climate controlled 

storage and explained that Keith Goodyk had the idea to build small storage 

cubicles indoors, building within the building using the old shell, such that the top 

would be open with lattice work for security.  He added that this would be a 

creative use for the old building with the primary thrust to get it light industrial so 

it can go back to warehouse, going back to the historic use of storage and 

warehousing makes more sense.  Mr. Thomason mentioned that the idea of the go 

cart use was just planted as an idea in the last month or so. 

 

Gary Van Vark asked whether the internal mini storage would include the entire 

building as plan A and what portion the go cart track would use. 

 

Mr. Thomason responded in the affirmative that either use would use all and 

explained the layout and use of building space if it went to go cart track use. 

 

Gary Van Vark stated that it would be nice to see the building occupied again and 

hopefully tidied up. 

 

Julio Chiarella asked for clarification on the uses versus the zoning. 

 

George Wesselhoft explained that storage uses such as mini storage or 

warehousing need industrial zoning as they are not permitted under commercial 

zoning. 

 

There was further discussion about the uses and zoning for the property. 

 

Jim Danks stated that he does not see a conflict between the use proposed and the 

Sports Park.  He added that limiting the uses per the suggestion of staff under M1 
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you are pretty well making it do the same thing it has been doing for twenty five 

years whether or you put a go cart track in it or not. 

 

Ron Zantingh stated that the concern of Grace Fellowship Church is that the 

property is occupied and looking better. 

 

There was further discussion. 

 

Mike Vander Molen made a motion to recommend approval with direction to 

amend the Comprehensive Plan to designate the property as light industrial and 

subject to use limitation such that only uses permitted be those listed specifically 

in the rezoning application.  Gary Van Vark seconded the motion.  Upon voted, 

all voted yes.  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
7)    Other Business.  George Wesselhoft reviewed the 2013 development report 

summary and noted that for total valuations and residential permits it was the best 

year since 2007.   

 

 Mr. Wesselhoft mentioned the next meeting of the Commission is scheduled for 

February 24 and that two subdivision plats and the site plan for the new Dairy 

Queen have been submitted for this meeting. 

 

8) The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

George Wesselhoft 

Planning and Zoning Director 


