
COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD
Preliminary Minutes

January 18, 2013

Present: Jacki Craver, Sher Fulker, Arvin Van Zante, Stephen Fyfe, Calvin Van Donselaar, Lauri 
Amelse & Chad Klein
 
Staff: Chandler Nunnikhoven, Brenda Ross & Mallary Herring

Mike Nardini, City Administrator & Dave Vander Horst, City Council Member

Chad K made a motion to call the meeting to order which was seconded by Sher.

Lauri made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 14th meeting which was seconded by 
Sher. 

There have been three applications for the open board seat, Cody Kooi, Bryan Gaylor and Teresa 
Thompson. The board discussed the various pros and cons for each applicant. Each board member will 
e-mail their choice to Mallary.

Sports Park
Fields for Our Future and City staff gave a presentation on Wednesday, December 12th to the Vision 
Iowa Board as a follow-up to FOF’s grant request for $1.5 million. Vision Iowa was impressed that 
there is strong support from the community and city government. Vision Iowa has $4 million to spend 
and $6 million was requested from various groups. The decision may be revealed in February. The 
complex is on schedule with an April/May bid letting with partial opening scheduled for 2014. The 
environmental permit is going well, with the area being deem low quality wetlands. The basic bid of 
$6 million would get 4 Little League fields, 1 Babe Ruth field and 5 multi-purpose fields.  Alternate 
bids have been looked at by staff for the concessions area and lighting for the fields.  The alternate bids 
will be completed if funding becomes available.  Staff will be working on the operational model for the 
complex.

Indoor Pool Renovation
A presentation was given to the City Council at the December 4th meeting by project manager Phil 
Parrott of Shive-Hattery. Council will have further discussions during the budgeting process.

Programs Updates
Swim Lessons numbers are down but will pick up closer to the summer. Summer recruitment will start 
next week and we’re looking for 75 guards who must be 15 years and older. The Wednesday after 
school open swim is cancel due to low numbers. This may be offered in the future. The Aquatic Center 
shark floatable was been recovered and looks great. A grant of $1350 was received from the Pella 
Community Foundation for new mannequins. The second semester of Art Center started this week and 
is going well. We offered two Mommy & Me classes for 3 year olds but only had enough interest for 
one, so we converted the other class to a junior class for 4 year olds. A grant of $3000 was received 
from the Pella Community Foundation for the auditorium curtains. The remaining balance needed is 
$2100. A grant of $917.09 was received from the Pella Community Foundation for new volleyball nets 
and standards to be used at the Public Schools for our adult volleyball program.

Stuart De Haan



Stuart wanted staff to see if anyone remembered when the sign, currently in South Park, was located in 
Brinkhoff Park and if they remembered the reason for moving it. None of the members or staff ever 
remembers it being located in Brinkhoff. Stuart has not present staff with any sign designs.

Fountain Hills Park
The final plat was approved by council showing an out lot for the park. Staff has heard no new news 
from the De Vries family.

Dog Bag Dispensers
A citizen e-mailed staff and suggested that dog dropping containers be placed in West Market Park. 
The container that holds the bags has an estimated cost of $100 which does not include the stand or 
bags. Staff feels this is quite expensive plus it would require more staff time for maintenance. The 
board agreed and suggested that owners provide their own bags.

Tree Removal Update
In 2010 Emma Bruemmer, a certified arborist, and the State Urban Forester from the IDNR, rated trees 
and showed serious concern 13 trees in various parks. These trees pose a safety hazard for the public.  
This year Pella Tree Services was awarded the bid to remove 3 trees from Central Park, 1 from West 
Market Park, and 1 from Brinkhoff Park.

Brook Circle Park
The basketball hoop and concrete pad has been installed. The playground equipment will be discussed 
during the budget process. Comments from the neighbors are good but they are ready for the 
playground equipment.

Pella Tulip Sign Update
The tulip signs have been repainted and were installed. After a couple of days the paint started to 
spider. The contractor has picked up the sign for repairs and will be reinstalled when completed.

Molengracht Garage Lighting
New light fixtures are being installed on the west end of the parking garage by the Electrical 
Department. The new lights are brighter and will save on electrical costs. Most of the complaints heard 
by staff are about how dark the garage is.

Open Discussion
Mike is seeking input on how to fill Jenny’s position. He would like the board members to send him 
their concerns, thoughts and ideas. He is currently thinking about a Community Services Director.

Sher made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Jacki. The next regular board meeting will be 
Friday, February 15th at noon at the Police Training Room. The meeting adjourned at 12:57 pm.

Respectfully submitted:
Brenda Ross
January 18, 2013


