
COMMUNITY SERVICES BOARD 
July 15, 2011 

 
Present: Arvin Van Zante, Jill Parsons, Chad Vande Lune, Chad Klein, Jacki Craver, JoElla Gerber, 
Steve Fyfe, Jim Hibma, Lauri Amelse, Mike Rottier, John Roslien & Sher Fulker 
  
Guest:  Karen Eischen, Chamber Director 
 
Staff: Jenny Hesseltine, Mallary Herring, Chandler Nunnikhoven & Brenda Ross 
 
Chad VL made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 17th meeting. This was seconded by 
Chad K.  
 
Memorial Park Bench Program 
Staff explained the differences between the wooden benches currently in the parks and the metal 
benches in front of businesses on the square. Karen Eischen with the Pella Chamber of Commerce 
stated the reason the Chamber concluded their program was due to lack of businesses wanting them in 
front of their stores. Several wooden benches have been broken and vandalized this summer. Sher 
made a motion to amend the current memorial program by replacing the wooden benches with the 
metal benches and therefore facilitating one program. This was seconded by Lauri. Everyone was in 
favor. 
 
West Market Park Playground 
There is currently an endowment with the Pella Community Foundation in the amount of nearly 
$30,000 for repairs or replacement of the playground equipment. The Parks division receives an annual 
allocation from the Pella Community Foundation, this year approximately $800, to make repairs to the 
playground. The repairs fees are much more than the yearly allocation. Staff recommends to start by 
removing the fences, taking out all the current mulch, adding holes for drainage and replacing with 
new mulch sometime in the fall of 2012. Staff would like to withdraw more than the annual allocation 
to make these changes. The board encouraged staff to find out exactly what will need to be done to 
make a request of the original donors and the Pella Community Foundation to receive a larger 
allocation in 2012. 
 
Sports Complex Update 
Currently, the appropriate site for a proposed future sports complex is being discussed by the City 
Council. Once a decision is reached and information is made public, the CSB and other user groups 
will have the opportunity to provide input on the partk. 
 
Aquatic Center Update 
The Indoor Pool filter replacement and bonding project will start August 1st, requiring a full closure of 
the indoor facility. The Aquatic Center will be open one week longer than usual in order to 
accommodate activities that would typically take place at the indoor facility. Doggy Dip Day will be 
postponed and lessons will be held outside. Next summer a total overhaul will be done at the indoor 
facility. Public input sessions will be held later this year with bid letting in January. Full closure of the 
pool for this project will last approximately four months and the facility may be partially closed for an 
additional two months.  
   
 
RFP for Building Assessment 



An assessment of the Community Center is scheduled for next year’s budget. Staff will be sending out 
RFPs in the near future. The assessment will be a starting point for the building’s mechanical items and 
structure of the building. 
 
Art Center Staff & Programming 
As of August 1st Carol Weihe has decided not to be the Lead Art Instructor. She will be a substitute art 
instructor. Mary Robertson, a current Art Instructor, has applied and been promoted to Lead Art 
Instructor. 
  
Open Discussion 
The following suggestions were made by staff for the board to give input. More staff research will be 
conducted and ideas will be presented in more formal fashion to the City Administrator and the CSB 
again. 

• Controlled graffiti day at the skate park which would let users paint on the ramps in a 
supervised environment. The hope is that users will take greater ownership of the space if they 
have been allowed to be creative with it and also that they will begin skating in the park again 
rather than in other areas of town where they are not allowed. 

• Community workouts in which community members can participate in free, structured 
workouts. It would promote wellness and community building. Jenny participated in such a 
program in Lawrence, Kansas which was quite successful.  

 
Next meeting will be Friday, August 19 at noon in the Community Center Room 200. Sher made 
motion to adjourn, seconded by John. Meeting adjourned at 1:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Brenda Ross 
July 18, 2011 


