
JOINT MEETING OF THE PELLA COMMUNITY CENTER BOARD, PELLA PARKS 
COMMISSION, AND PELLA RECREATION COMMISSION  

PRELIMINARY MINUTES 
February 16, 2011 

 
Present: Community Center Board: Arvin Van Zante, Rich Schulte, and Jim Hibma; Parks 
Commission: Jacki Craver, Sher Fulker and Chad Vande Lune; Recreation Commission: Chad Klein, 
Mike Rottier, John Roselin 
  
Staff: Chandler Nunnikhoven, Jenny Hesseltine, Jan Bensink 
 
Sher made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 12 meeting with one minor change. This 
was seconded by Jacki. Arvin made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 25 meeting. 
This was seconded by Rich. Mike made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 17 
meeting. This was seconded by John.  
 
Board Merger Updates 
Jenny informed the group that the City Council approved the first reading of the new ordinance which 
repeals the establishment of all three boards individually and creates the new Community Services 
Board at the February 15 Council meeting. Every ordinance is read three times before becoming 
official. Staff will request that Council waive the third reading, and therefore it is likely that the merger 
will be official as of Tuesday, March 1. 
 
The boards discussed a new meeting day and time, as conflicts with the third Wednesday of the month 
have risen for some members. The new meeting day and time will be the third Friday of every month 
at noon. The exception to this will be the upcoming March meeting, which will be held on Friday, 
March 11 in order to avoid absences due to spring break being the third week of the month. 
 
The group discussed recruitment of the youth members. Jenny was directed to proceed with 
recruitment with the schools as the conduit. She will make contact with the home school group 
leadership, and the principals and social studies teachers at both high schools before the next meeting. 
  
Pool Updates 
Jenny announced that Mallary Herring has accepted the position of Aquatic Manager to replace Jan 
upon her retirement in May. Mallary’s first day with the City will be March 1 so that she may train 
under Jan for several weeks before Jan’s last day on May 13. 
 
Jenny also gave brief updates on the Underwater Light Repair Project and the projects planned at the 
indoor pool for this spring and summer. 
 
The group asked about the gutter situation at the indoor pool. Staff informed them that there has been 
difficulty in getting the company contacted about a custom gutter to act on their original promise to 
draft plans. If this is not resolved by February 25, staff will be seeking a different company to perform 
the work. 
 
Brinkhoff Park Windmill Updates 
Chad VL updated the group on the status of the windmill restoration project at Brinkhoff Park. Wayne 
Stienstra provided Chad with a Chronicle article from 1930 that talks about the windmill and its design 
and creation by George Heeren. The Garden Club has committed to funding the renovation of the 



windmill from the ground up, with the City paying for the new foundation and base. Chad also 
discovered that the windmill may qualify for National Historic Landmark status through the National 
Historic Register. This is typically a two-year process. The group felt that whatever awareness could 
be brought to the project would be positive and that fundraising would probably come naturally as a 
result of an awareness campaign. The group talked about capitalizing on the crowds at Tulip Time to 
educate people on the project. Chad mentioned that he would like other board members to assist him in 
providing names and contact information for anyone locally who may possess the skills to perform 
some or all of the work on the windmill. 
 
Open Discussion 
The group asked about the status of the Community Center roof and whether or not National Historic 
Register status is being pursued for the building. Jenny answered that the roof project is in progress 
and should be completed by Friday, February 18. Preliminary opinions from the Pella Historic Trust 
and their consultant are that the Community Center will likely qualify for the register. The next step in 
the discussion with the Pella Historic Trust is whether or not they are willing to partner with the City 
on the cost of the application. Staff will proceed with the conversation. 
 
Next meeting will be Friday, March 11 at noon in the Community Center Room 200. Chad K made a 
motion to adjourn, seconded by Chad VL. Meeting adjourned at 1:10 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Jenny Hesseltine 
February 18, 2011 


