
 
 
June 27, 2016  

Regular Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

Public Safety Complex 

614 Main Street 
 
1. Meeting was called to order by City Administrator Mike Nardini. 

 

2.  Roll Call:  Commission Members Present: Craig Agan, Julio Chiarella, Cathy Haustein, 

David Landon, Robin Pfalzgraf, Mike Vander Molen, Gary Van Vark, Ervin Van Wyk, Ann 

Visser, Teri Vos.  Commission Members Absent:  None 

 

3.  Approval of Minutes:  A motion to approve was made by Agan and seconded by Chiarella.  

On roll call the vote was: Yes: Craig Agan, Julio Chiarella, Cathy Haustein, David Landon, 

Robin Pfalzgraf, Mike Vander Molen, Gary Van Vark, Erin Van Wyk, Ann Visser, Teri Vos.  

No: None.  Motion carried. 

 

4.  The Planning and Zoning Commission opened the Public Hearing on a rezoning application 

by Pella Christian Grade School to Rezone Property from R2 Two Family Residential Zoning 

District to INS Institutional Zoning District.  (Legal Description: Lot 8 in Block 43 to the City of 

Pella, Iowa, according to the plat thereof recorded June 12, 1848, except the East 12’ thereof; 

The East ½ of Lot 1 in Block 43 in the City of Pella, Iowa; Lot 13 in East Annex to City of Pella, 

Iowa, except easement extending  Eastward from the alley in Block 43 in the City of Pella, Iowa, 

and also except the West 6 feet thereof). 

 

       There were no written comments received. 

 

There were no petitions received either in favor of the proposed rezoning request or in 

opposition to the request. 

 

 Staff provided an overview of the request by Pella Christian Grade School.  In summary, the 

properties proposed to be rezoned are contiguous to an existing institutional usage.  In 

addition, staff did not identify any spot zoning concerns with this request.  The Future Land 

Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan identifies the properties for low density residential use.   

Likewise, the Land Use Compatibility Matrix of the Comprehensive Plan indicated the 

surrounding residential properties were compatible with the proposed institutional usage.  

 

       Public comments were received by David and Kim Spreacker who reside at 306 Union 

Street.  Larry De Vries also made comments on behalf of Pella Christian Grade School.  

 

 With no further comments received, the Commission closed the public hearing. 
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5.  Rezoning Application by Pella Christian Grade School to Rezone Property from R2 Two  

     Family Residential Zoning District to INS Institutional Zoning District. 

 

The Commission discussed the request and at the conclusion of the discussion a motion 

was made by Ervin Van Wyk and seconded by David Landon to approve the rezoning 

request.  On roll call the vote was:  Yes: Craig Agan, Julio Chiarella, Cathy Haustein, 

David Landon, Robin Pfalzgraf, Mike Vander Molen, Gary Van Vark, Ervin Van Wyk, 

Ann Visser, Teri Vos. 

No:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

In addition, David Landen made a motion to recommend to the Pella City Council to 

update the Future Use Land Map of the Comprehensive Plan in the event the rezoning 

request is approved by the Council.  Gary Van Vark seconded the motion.  On roll call 

the vote was:  Yes: Craig Agan, Julio Chiarella, Cathy Haustein, David Landon, Robin 

Pfalzgraf, Mike Vander Molen, Gary Van Vark, Ervin Van Wyk, Ann Visser, Teri Vos. 

No:  None.  Motion carried. 

 

6.  The Planning and Zoning Commission opened the Public Hearing on Amendments to Chapter 

165 Zoning Regulations by Amending the Provisions Pertaining to 165.11 Zoning Classification 

of Uses, Table 165.12-2 Permitted Uses by Zoning Districts and the Provisions Pertaining to 

Design Review in 165.16 and 165.17. 

       

There were no written or public comments received. 

 

Staff provided an overview of the ordinance amendment pertaining to Chapter 165.11 and 

165.12-2 of the City Code.  The proposed amendment for housing definition and 

permitted zoning district uses was intended to encourage additional housing options in 

the community.  In addition, staff stated the proposed ordinance would also provide 

guidance and assistance to potential housing developers. 

 

Staff also provided an overview of the proposed amendments to Chapter 165.16 and 

165.17 of the City Code which pertains to design review standards.  The proposed new 

design standards for single and two family homes located in the Washington Street and 

Main Street corridors would be for new construction only.  The intent of the new design 

standards was new homes in these corridors to fit in with the surrounding neighborhood 

properties.  In addition, staff stated the new standards were based on the 

recommendations of the City’s ad-hoc Gateway Corridor Committee which was 

appointed by the Pella City Council.  

 

With no further comments received, the Commission closed the public hearing. 
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7a)   Amendments to Chapter 165 Zoning Regulations  

a) Amendments to the Provisions Pertaining to 165.11 Zoning Classification of Uses, and 

Table 165.12-2 Permitted Uses by Zoning Districts.  

 

The Commission discussed the proposed ordinance and at the conclusion of the 

discussion a motion was made by Mike Vander Molen and seconded by Cathy Haustein 

to approve the ordinance.   On roll call the vote was: Yes: Craig Agan, Julio Chiarella, 

Cathy Haustein, David Landon, Robin Pfalzgraf, Mike Vander Molen, Gary Van Vark, 

Erin Van Wyk, Ann Visser, Teri Vos.  No: None.  Motion carried. 

 

7b) Amendments to the Provisions Pertaining to Design Review in 165.16 and 165.17. 

 

The Commission, discussion the proposed ordinance, and at the conclusion of the 

discussion, a motion was made to approve by David Landon and seconded by Cathy 

Haustein to approve the ordinance.  On roll call the vote was: Yes: Craig Agan, Julio 

Chiarella, Cathy Haustein, David Landon, Robin Pfalzgraf, Gary Van Vark, Ann Visser, 

Teri Vos.  No: Mike Vander Molen, Ervin Van Wyk.  Motion carried. 

 

8)   Site Plan for Pella Regional Health Center. 
 

Staff provided an overview of the proposed maintenance facility relocation on the Pella 

Regional Health Center campus.  In summary, staff believes the proposed site plan met 

the requirements of the City’s zoning code and conforms with the comprehensive plan.  

 

The Commission discussed the proposed site plan, and at the conclusion of the 

discussion, a motion was made to approve by Gary Van Vark and seconded by Julio 

Chiarella to approve the site plan.  On roll call the vote was:  Yes: Craig Agan, Julio 

Chiarella, Cathy Haustein-s, David Landon, Robin Pfalzgraf, Mike Vander Molen, Gary 

Van Vark, Ervin Van Wyk, Ann Visser, Teri Vos.  No: None.  Motion carried. 

 

9)   Other Business  

 

Staff informed the Commission elections for Chair and Vice Chair of the Planning and 

Zoning Commission were tentatively scheduled for July 25, 2016.  Staff also stated a 

training session was also tentatively schedule for the July 25
th

 meeting. 

 

Members from the Planning and Zoning Commission recognized and thanked George 

Wesselhoft for his years of service as the City’s Planning and Zoning Director.  It was 

stated George’s last day with the City of Pella  was scheduled for June 30, 2016. 

 

10)   With no further business noted, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 


