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Board of Adjustment 

Meeting Minutes 

February 23, 2016  

 
 

1.)  Call the meeting to Order 

 

Chairperson Jim Corbett called the meeting of the Board of Adjustment to order at 6:00 

p.m. 

 

2.) Roll Call. 

 

Members Present:  Jim Corbett, Vince Nossaman, Merlan Rolffs, Jane Smith, Lyle 

Vander Meiden, Mike  Vander Wert and Glenn Van Wyk. 

 

Members Absent: Karissa Hastings 

 

Others Present: George Wesselhoft – Director of Planning and Zoning, Jerry Byers – 

Board Secretary, Mike Kiser, Dawn Van Haaften, Joel Bennett, David Vollmar, Kim 

Huffman, John Rosliey, Dennis Vander Beek, Joyce Vander Beek, Betsy Duffy, Marty 

Duffy, Cory Gosselink, Karen Eischen, Julie Visser, Rod Visser, Tony Bokhoven, 

Meaghan Flaherty, Sarah Morrison, Jessica Bixler, Jonah Coakly, Loren Steenhoek, 

Marlene Steenhoek, Joshua Tink, Calvin Bandstra, Walter Cannon, Taryn Pennington, 

Jake Keegan, Tiffany Brummel, Justin Black, Scott Blur, Doug McMillan, Curtis Brobst, 

Sam Davis, Elizabeth Van Gorp, Deanna Shalon, Cody Huisman, Scott Argo, Elizabeth 

Sponner, Dot Beason, Cyndi Atkins, Jacque Sanders 

 

3.)  Approval of Agenda 

 

Mike Vander Wert made a motion to approve the agenda as submitted. Glenn Van Wyk 

seconded the motion. Upon vote, all voted yes.  The agenda was approved.  

 

4.) Approval of the Minutes. 

 

The Minutes of the December 14, 2015 meeting were approved as submitted.  

 

5.)  Public Hearing on a Special Use Permit Application by The Cellar Peanut Pub 

concerning a Cocktail Lounge use at 629 Franklin Street (Legal Description: The 

West 23 feet of Lot 3 in Block 40 in the City of Pella, Iowa, except the south 40 feet 

thereof) 
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Chairperson Corbett informed the audience that the Board of Adjustment was a nine 

member board and required majority vote of five yes votes to pass any motion.   

 

Chairperson Corbett asked if there were any written comments. 

 

Mr. Byers stated there were no written comments but an online petition was submitted 

with the packet. 

 

Chairperson Corbett opened the floor comments. 

 

Jackie Sanders spoke about the need for The Cellar Peanut Pub.  She stated that she 

moved to Pella in July from Oskaloosa and spent a lot of time with the Duffy’s and that 

she feels the peanut pub will be a good addition to the city of Pella. 

 

Kurtis Brobst, 1100 Lincoln, indicated that there was not a lot of places to go for 

individuals his age. He stated that the Lamppost Lounge was a little young and that Billy 

Jack’s was too old of a crowd for his taste and that he would like a little different 

atmosphere to hang out.  

 

Sarah Morrison, 503 E. 8th Street, moved here in April from Des Moines and worked in a 

similar style pub while in Des Moines.  She indicated that she missed the pub atmosphere 

and she feels there was nowhere for her age to go and hang out and The Cellar Peanut 

Pub in Oskaloosa is a very family oriented facility. 

 

David Vollmar, 808 W. Second, stated as Chamber Director for 13 years and doing 

economic development dreamed about doing something like this for a long time.  He 

indicated the more diversity you have in the downtown that everybody benefits.  He 

stated that the Duffy’s is the number one craft beer pub in the state of Iowa and Mr. 

Duffy is very passionate about what he does.  The Duffy’s are bringing something very 

unique to the town of Pella. 

 

Karen Eischen, Chamber Director, 818 Washington, stated that the Duffy’s are providing 

a need for the city Pella. They are providing amenities to the city of Pella that are 

available in other communities of our size. 

 

Ms. Eischen continued by stating several communities that have such pubs. 

 

Tony Bokhoven, 1702 Neil Drive, stated that as a councilman he has been contacted by 

numerous citizens in the community that support bringing The Cellar Peanut Pub to Pella. 

By saying how many people had told him that they spend their weekends in Oskaloosa at 

The Peanut Pub and that now those people will be staying in Pella and spend their money 

locally. 

 

Elizabeth Van Gorp, 1256 W 170th, stated that the city of Pella is a family oriented 

community.  She continued by stating that she had left and came back to Pella and that 
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she feels the peanut pub provide a safe and healthy environment to educate kids turning 

21, to be responsible in the consumption of alcoholic beverages. 

 

Deanna Scalon, 1349 Main Street, stated she was a transplant to Pella and had trouble 

meeting people when she returned to the community.  She commented that if The Cellar 

Peanut Pub would’ve been here a year ago she would have an easier time meeting people. 

She commented that it would be another avenue for younger people to meet. 

 

Joel Bennett, 603 E. 15th St., indicated that having something like The Cellar Peanut Pub, 

is a community issue.   He continued by stating some of the young professionals working 

for larger corporations are making choices on where they live based on the amenities 

offered to them in their community.  He continued by stating that they hire a lot of 

college graduates that may not be married or have any kids in communities such as 

Pleasantville and Monroe are pulling these young professionals away from Pella closer to 

Des Moines were the action is.  

 

Rod Visser, 228 E 8th St., commented that he knew the Duffy’s for several years and that 

he grew up in Pella.  He indicated that he thinks that the community will benefit greatly 

from the Duffy’s involvement with the new business. 

 

The public hearing was closed. 

 

6.)  Public Hearing on a Special Use Permit Application by The Cellar Peanut Pub 

concerning a Cocktail Lounge use at 629 Franklin Street (Legal Description: The 

West 23 feet of Lot 3 in Block 40 in the City of Pella, Iowa, except the south 40 feet 

thereof) 

 

Mike Vander Wert made a motion to approve the Special Use Permit, stating that his 

reason for approval was that it would make a nice addition to the community.  

 

Jane Smith seconded the motion.  

 

Upon vote, motion passes 7 to 0.  

 

7.) Annual Elections 

 

Mike Vander Wert nominated Jim Corbett to remain as Chairperson. 

 

Vince Nossaman seconded the nomination. 

 

Discussion ensued.  

 

Upon vote, the nomination was approved that Mr. Corbett remain as Chairperson. 

 

 

Lyle Vander Meiden nominated Vince Nossaman to remain as Vice Chairperson. 
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Merlan Rolffs seconded the nomination.  

 

Discussion ensued. 

 

Upon vote, the nomination was approved that Vince Nossaman will remain as Vice 

Chairperson.  

 

8.) Other Business. 

 

There was no other business   

 

9.) Adjournment 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6.42 p.m. 

 

 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jerry Byers 

Building Official 


