
Now that my first term as your Mayor has come to a close, I would like to spend 
a moment looking back on some of the things we have been able to accomplish 
together over the last four years. Our successes include: a new long-term power 
supply contract; deconstruction of the coal-fired power plant; completion of the 
Pella Sports Park; many street construction projects; indoor pool renovation; 
establishing a historical preservation district process; completion of a new 

Jordan well; adding numerous women to our Community Boards and Committees; and maintaining our 
property tax rate at the same level for over 12 years. We have been busy! Thank you to everyone involved 
in these successes as well as all the others that are not listed.

Enough about the past! Everyone that knows me understands that I am future focused. First, let me 
say, I have NEVER been more optimistic about where we are and where we are going. Please don’t 
get lost in the national headlines. Things are seldom as troubling as the national media reports during 
an election year. There are SO many positive things happening locally, we must be careful not to take 
on too many projects at one time! I would like to list a few of our priorities for the next few years. 
They include: a remodeled water treatment plant using reverse osmosis to treat water from the new 
Jordan well; grand opening of the new Pella Sports Park to get our kids out playing ball!; renovation of 
the community center; continued focus on street reconstruction including Washington and Oskaloosa 
Streets; completion of our underground wiring conversion project; maintaining our current property 
tax rate; working to increase community involvement and engagement in projects; building efficiency 
by making good long-term investments such as LED lighting; adding more affordable housing; and as 
community leaders, we need to Listen, Listen, Listen to our citizens. 

I am not saying that everything is rosy and that there is nothing to be concerned about. I am certain that 
we will face challenges. We are fortunate that we have a VERY talented team in our Council and City 
Staff, and they are ready to take on any issue that we face with the careful consideration and full effort 
that you would expect. 

Thank you for the opportunity to be your Mayor for another four years. It is an Honor to Serve.

– Mayor Jim

City of
FEBRUARY 2016 ellaP Meeting Dates

2/2: 7:00 p.m.
City Council,

Police Training Room,
614 Main St. (rear entrance)

2/9: 4:00 p.m.
Library Board,

Pella Public Library

2/10: 5:30 p.m.
Community Development
Committee, Public Works

Conference Room

2/16: 7:00 p.m.
City Council,

Police Training Room,
614 Main St. (rear entrance) 

2/18: 6:00 p.m.
Historic Preservation
Commission, Public

Works Conference Room

2/19: Noon
Community Services Board

Community Center
Room 204 

2/22: 7:00 p.m.
Planning & Zoning

Commission
Police Training Room

614 Main St. (rear entrance)

2/26: 7:00 a.m.
Airport Committee
Airport Terminal
Meeting Room

February
Special Dates

2/17 All Day
Free Brush  

Pickup by City

Pella Public Library Transitions to New Library Catalog
In January, the Pella Public Library introduced a new online library system in order to better serve our 
users.  The library is now using the Symphony system from SirsiDynix, a company that serves more than 
23,000 libraries around the world.  You can access our new online catalog at http://pella.ent.sirsi.net. 
Here are some of the benefits you will enjoy with the new library catalog:
• Simultaneous searching of the library’s physical and digital holdings, as well as magazine and 

newspaper articles.
• Search and download titles from Bridges directly from within the Library Catalog (hoopla coming 

soon!)
• The ability to better limit your search to a specific item type, such as “DVD” or “Juvenile” materials.
• Text yourself call numbers and item information.
• Ability to suspend your holds: Let us know when you’re on vacation and if your hold comes up during 

that time, we’ll skip you and keep your name at the top of the list!
• Greatly improved “My Account” features, including the ability to register for a card online, modify 

some of your personal details such as address, see your Bridges and library checkouts in one place, 
and customize your own library catalog defaults.

• The library will be able to accept credit card payments for fines over $10.00.
If you have questions about these or any other features, please contact the library at 628-4268 or stop 
in for a demonstration.  We do ask for your patience during this transition period as library staff learn 
the new system.  Service may be slightly slower than you are used to, but rest assured we are working 
hard to make sure you see a maximum of benefits with a minimum of downtime.



FEBRUARY LIBRARY EVENTSFEBRUARY LIBRARY EVENTS
• Weekly Story Time, Tot Time and Lap Sit 

will be offered in February. Please call the 
library for times and dates. There will be no 
programs offered the week of February 22-26.

• Story Time is offered every Saturday at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday story time is suggested 
for ages 3 and up with parents. 

• February 3 at 2:45 p.m.: Afternoon Movie 
on the big screen in the meeting room.  Please 
remember children under the age of 5 need a 
mature person watching the movie with them 
and children under the age of 8 need a mature 
person in the library during the program.

• February 6, 10:30 a.m.: Spanish Story Time.
• February 9 at 4:00 p.m.: Girls LEGO Club 

for girls in grades K and up. Sign-up is  
required and limited to 20. Sign up at the  
Circulation Desk.

• February 9 at 7:00 p.m.: L.E.M.M.I.N.G.S. 
Teen Group. Any students in 6th grade 
and higher are welcome to join us for our  
monthly program.  

• February 11-15:  Friends of the Library Book 
Sale in the Meeting Room.

• February 18 at 10:15 a.m.: Genealogy Club.
• February 25 at 12:00 noon: The Brown Bag 

Book Club will discuss Pioneer Women: 
Voices from the Kansas Frontier by Joanna 
Stratton.  Bring your lunch and bring a friend.

• Drop In LEGO Club dates
• Thursday, February 4 from 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

for students in grades K and up.
• Tuesday, February 9 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

for children of all ages with parent/caregiver.
• Wednesday, February 17 from 2:30-3:30 

p.m. for students in grades K and up.
* Please remember that children under the age 

of 8 need to have an adult or mature person 
in the library while attending programs.

Family Winter Reading Program: Families 
can pick up a log starting on January 25.   
Completed logs will be entered into a drawing 
for one family night basket. Each child in the 
family will receive a small prize for completing 
the program. For more information, please see 
Miss Katie in the Children’s Department. Pro-
gram will end on March 4.

Friends of the Library Book Sale: The Friends 
of the Library will have a book sale in the Meet-
ing Room February 11-15 during all hours the 
library is open.  A variety of books and other 
materials will be available for the donation of 
your choice.

Did you know the library has Family accounts?  
If you would like to be able to see what your 
children have checked out or be able to pick up 
your spouse’s holds, sign up for a family account. 

For more information on these programs 
please call the Pella Public Library 628-4268. 

FIRST & SECOND GRADERS BASKETBALL PROGRAM: 
Program Dates: 1st grade boys February 29, March 3, 7, 10, 2016 4:00-5:00 pm
 2nd grade boys February 29, March 3, 7, 10, 2016 5:15-6:15 pm
 1st grade girls March 1, 4, 8, 11, 2016 4:00-5:00 pm
 2nd grade girls March 1, 4, 8, 11, 2016 5:15-6:15 pm
Where: Community Center Gym
Fees: $20.00 resident      $24.00 non-resident
Deadline: February 24 at 4:30 pm
The program is designed as an introduction to the skills, drills and game-like  
situations of basketball. It will be based on participation and not performance. Children 
will learn the basics by getting hands-on experience of learning how to dribble, pass 
and shoot. It is our goal and desire to introduce basketball in such a manner that the  
participants have fun so as to encourage future participation as they get older. The 
Community Center is considered a drop-off and pick-up site for the Pella Community 
Schools transportation department. Check with the school office to see which bus 
comes to the Community Center.

Sign up at the Community Services Office at 712 Union St, Monday-Friday 7:30-
11:30 am & 12:30-4:30 pm. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES

u  Lifeguard Training
This course is designed to teach skills and knowledge to prevent, recognize, and 
respond to aquatic emergencies and to provide care for breathing and cardiac 
emergencies, injuries, and sudden illness. Prerequisites include: swim 100 
meters, retrieve a 10 lb. brick from the bottom of pool, and tread water without 
the use of your hands for two minutes. Must be at least 15 years of age.
Cost: $130 
February Class (must attend all classes)
Monday Feb 15, 6:00 - 8:00 pm Saturday Feb 20, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Tuesday Feb 16, 6:00 - 8:00 pm Monday Feb 22, 6:00 - 8:00 pm

FEBRUARY HORS D’OEUVRES & ART CLASSES
The Pella Community Art Center is offering adult (18 & up) classes with all materials 
and hors d’oeuvres being provided. An instructor will lead the evening’s project. Pre-
registration is required, so please call 628-4571 or email bross@cityofpella.com to 
register. To guarantee your spot in the class, payment is due 48 hours before the 
class. Cancellations with less than a 48-hour notice will not receive a refund.

Painting
Cupid, Canvas & Chocolate

Tuesday, Feb. 9
7-9 pm - $40/couple

Ceramics - Fairy Garden
Feb. 11, 18 & March 3, 10

7-9 pm - $60 for all four classes

Painting - Graffiti
Valentine Hearts
Saturday, Feb. 13

10 am-noon
$40/1 child & 1 adult 

Ages 8 & up

Painting
Circle Flowers

Tuesday,  Feb. 16
7-9 pm - $20

Decor
Angel Wings

Thursday,  Feb. 25
7-9 pm - $20

Creative Coloring & 
Doodling

Tuesday,  Feb. 23 
7-9 pm - $20


