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Historic Preservation Commission 

Regular Meeting 
November 19, 2015 

 
 
1) The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

2) Roll Call.   

 Present: Jim Mansueto, Julie Heerema Mueller, Rhonda Kermode, Kent 

Oppenhuizen. 

 Absent: Kathy Bruxvoort,  

Others Present: Jerry Byers, Mike Nardini, George Wesselhoft. 

 

3)  Approval of Minutes – October 15, 2015 Meeting.  The minutes were approved as 

submitted. 

 

4)  November 2 Policy & Planning Review of Draft Ordinance and Handbook 

Documents. 

 

George Wesselhoft mentioned that one of the major points of discussion at the 

November 2 Policy & Planning meeting was the percentage requirements for 

property owner signatures to initiate historic district overlay process.  Whether or 

not property owners that own more than one property should have more than one 

“vote” for petition purposes.  He added that he checked with Paula Mohr with the 

State Historic Preservation Office and she is not aware of any city that gives a 

property owner more than one vote regardless of number of properties owned.  

She confirmed that cities of Davenport and Des Moines require 51% for their 

process and that Iowa City does not have a threshold but if more than 20% of the 

property owners object to the historic designation then it triggers a super majority 

to approve the designation. 

 

Mike Nardini stated that the Council would like to thank the Commission for all 

their efforts and that seeing it for the first time these are some of the questions 

they had on it.  He added that the City Attorney was of the opinion that for most 

parcels it is joint ownership, husband and wife, and that it is one vote but it has to 

be 100% agreement for the parcel.  Another example would be if they own a 

parcel with their wife but then another parcel with someone else.  The Attorney 

position is that is has to be by parcel. 

 

There was discussion about the percentage requirements and ownership of 

parcels. 

 

Julie Heerema Mueller stated she would not want to change from one vote per 

person. 

 

Jim Mansueto asked staff to research how parcel ownership is defined in other 

cities.   
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Mike Nardini mentioned that what he and Mr. Wesselhoft were talking about was 

a happy medium for instance the Iowa City model they do not define a percentage 

but if there is 20% of property owners that object it triggers a super majority of 

Council or 4 members to pass an ordinance with a super majority 5 members. 

 

There was discussion about multiple persons involved in ownership and also 

about conflict of interest situation. 

 

Mr. Wesselhoft reviewed the elements of concern in the Handbook draft 

document.  One comment was that only elements which would require a building 

permit should be required to obtain a historic review permit.  Also regulation of 

windows, doors, colors, items which do not currently require any permit through 

the City. 

 

The Commission asked staff to prepare a red lined copy of the Handbook 

document for the next meeting showing concern areas. 

 

Ms. Heerema Mueller stated that we could include guidelines that if you want to 

further but not require it. 

 

Mr. Wesselhoft added there could be a separate voluntary guidelines section that 

is separated from the rest of the elements in the Handbook document. 

 

Jerry Byers clarified that what requires a permit is anything that expands the outer 

dimensions of the structure or total reconstruction. 

 

Rhonda Kermode mentioned that if you make too many changes then the house 

may not be able to be contributing to the historical designation; she mentioned 

Will Page will present his research effort to the State which has taken three years 

and we have lost six homes and how do you defend that. 

 

There was discussion about the effort for the State and what is trying to be 

accomplished. 

 

Ms. Heerema Mueller suggested that we need to get people on board, preserve 

things to a certain extent, then as people get more on board you can add things as 

you go.  She does not want to hinder people but make them more aware and 

respect what they have and save what they have. 

 

Kent Oppenhuizen stated if you start throwing out too many rules people are 

going to back away right away. 

 

There was discussion about changing out windows and what that would involve 

and how far some cities go with regulating historic districts. 
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Mike Nardini stated from City Council they were concerned about changing the 

structure with something new but where there is concern is having to get permits 

to change windows and doors.  Also how would people that move into the 

districts become aware of the guidelines.  You might be more successful if it 

starts off slowly and then adding things incrementally. 

 

Ms. Heerema Mueller asked what about once you get it established and someone 

wants to make a change, can you offer guidelines, teaching, informing and getting 

people on board. 

 

Mr. Wesselhoft mentioned you could have voluntary reviews and not just 

requirements.  He also mentioned education process came up at City Council as 

well. 

 

Jim Mansueto mentioned that the Historic Trust could do that. 

 

Mr. Nardini clarified the concern at Council was how people would know that 

move into a historic district. 

 

There was further discussion about requirements, enforcement and public 

education process.   

 

Jim Mansueto suggested to look at stronger language for new construction. 

 

The Commission asked staff to research other cities in so far as demolition permit 

requirements.   

 

5)  2016 Meeting Schedule.  The Commission was fine with continuing to meet on 

the third Thursday of the month for the regular meeting.  The Commission 

decided to not have a December meeting but to have two meetings in January: 

January 7 and January 21. 

  

6)  Other Business.  None. 

 

7)  The meeting was adjourned at 6:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

George Wesselhoft 

Planning and Zoning Director 


