
In the fi rst eight months of 2015, the City Council has received 25 Special Event 
permit applications. A Special Event is “an event sponsored by an individual, 
organization, club, group, partnership or corporation in which the public is invited 
to attend and which requires the use of public streets or other public property as 
a staging area for promotion of the event” (City Code, Chapter 123.02).  Fifteen 

of these events were planned to take place in the Central Business District (bordered along West First and 
East Second Streets and Washington and Liberty Streets).  These events certainly add to the quality of life 
in the city, but they also impact the character and economic vitality of our Central Business District (CBD).
The CBD is acknowledged as the downtown center of our city.  It is where we gather, shop, relax, hang out, 
eat, socialize, and play.  The list can go on and on; add your own activity to the list.  Our CBD is a valuable 
asset to our community for what we receive; opportunities to enhance our personal well-being.  
Pella’s downtown center is the place where community is built. It connects us to one another.  How many 
times have you seen neighbors or friends downtown and shared life’s joys and sorrows?  What about the 
cultural impact when you take in a movie, a performance, listen to the street performers or city band?  It 
provides a place to nourish our souls whether in organized religious activities or sitting in Central Park and 
thinking about life or not thinking at all!
Our downtown offers attractive shops, businesses, organizations, institutions, and establishments.  Have 
you noticed how willing they are to provide economic support to the clubs, organizations, school activities, 
and institutions in our city?  I am amazed at the listing of CBD owners, as well as other donors in our 
city who make fi nancial contributions to the educational, cultural, athletic, performing arts, and non-profi t 
requests that come to them.  Some on a frequent basis.
It seems like we are a part of this community for each other.  It is a symbiotic relationship.  As we support 
the CBD shops, businesses, organizations, and institutions of our city, they support us by providing for 
our well-being!  Perhaps you have helped a stranger or tourist downtown with directions and started a 
conversation.  Perhaps in your conversation you heard “Pella is a wonderful place, I wish I lived here” 
spoken by the stranger or tourist.  As a resident of Pella, you do LIVE here! 
We need to preserve the character and vitality that make downtown Pella the center of our city because it 
provides so much for our personal well–being and enhances the quality of life in the City of Pella.
– Larry Peterson

ellaP September
Meeting Dates

9/1: 7:00 p.m.
City Council,

Police Training Room,
614 Main St. (rear entrance)

9/8: 4:00 p.m.
Library Board,

Pella Public Library

9/9: 5:30 p.m.
Community Development
Committee, Public Works

Conference Room

9/15: 7:00 p.m.
City Council,

Police Training Room,
614 Main St. (rear entrance)

9/18: Noon
Community Services Board,

Community Center,
Room 204

9/25: 7:00 a.m.
Airport Committee,
Airport Terminal,

Meeting Room
 

 9/28: 7:00 p.m.
Planning & Zoning

Commission,
Police Training Room,

614 Main St. (rear entrance)

September
Special Dates
September 16 All Day

Free Brush Pickup
by City

Labor Day 
Closings/Garbage
Offices Closed September 7:  
City Hall, Electric Distribution, 

Community Services, Public 
Library, Public Works, and 

Planning and Zoning.

Garbage Changes for Labor 
Day: The regular Monday 

route will be done on 
Tuesday (9/8) and the regular 
Tuesday route will be done 

on Wednesday (9/9).

City of
September 2015

City ofCity ofCity ofCity of

The Pella Community Art Center is offering adult (18 & up) classes with all materials and hors d’oeuvres 
being provided. Pre-registration is required, so call 628-4571 or email bross@cityofpella.com to register. 
Payment is due the day before the class. Minimum of  5, maximum of 15 per class.

SEPTEMBER HORS D’OEUVRES AND ART

Painti ng
Falling Leaf

Tuesday, Sept. 1
7-9 pm - $20

Ceramic Bowl
Learning the Wheel
Tuesday, Sept. 8

7-9 pm - $20

Painti ng
Dutch Fronts

Tuesday, Sept. 15
7-9 pm - $20

Painti ng
Paisley

Tuesday, Sept. 22
7-9 pm - $20

There is still time to submit the required documents if you want to run for City 
Offi ce. The Mayor seat and three Councilmember seats are up for election –
Ward 2, Ward 4, and At-Large. The candidate fi ling period ends on September 17.
If you would like an Election Packet, stop by City Hall or contact the City Clerk
at 628-4173. 

THERE’S STILL TIME!



COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWS
LIBRARY EVENTS

Fall Clean-up Week – October 5-9, 2015
Fall Clean-Up Week is a means for Pella residential customers to conveniently 
dispose of bulky items that do not fi t inside a garbage tote.  Participation in clean-
up week is limited to those who have been issued a City of Pella authorized tote 
(dark blue with windmills stamped on the sides).

Although most household, bulky waste items may be set out for collection, there 
are certain items that will not be picked up during clean-up week (including 
but not limited to appliances and electronics). Please see the chart below for a 
detailed list of unacceptable items. We also suggest donating any usable items 
to a charitable organization of your choosing. 

Pick up of bulky waste items will take place on the normal garbage/recycling 
collection day only.  All acceptable items should be placed at curbside no later 
than 7:00 a.m. on the scheduled collection day.  Items not on the curbside by 
7:00 a.m. or placed out after the normal collection day will not be picked up. 
Please remember to keep all items at least four feet from the garbage tote.

If you have any questions regarding Fall Clean-Up Week, please contact the 
Public Works Department at 628-1601 or Midwest Sanitation at 628-2610. 

Unacceptable Items that WILL NOT be Picked Up:
• Televisions, computers, laptops & any other electronic items 

prohibited from the landfi ll. 
• Appliances – washers, dryers, dehumidifi ers, dishwashers, stoves, 

microwaves, refrigerators, and air conditioners
• Tires
• Automobile batteries and waste oil
• Oil-based paint
• Liquid waste or waste containing free liquids
• Waste generated outside the City limits
• Waste generated by non-residential customers, including businesses,

churches and schools
• Agricultural waste from farm uses
• Solid waste containing asbestos or any other hazardous substance
• Construction materials

*Those wishing to dispose of any of the above listed items should make 
arrangements directly with a licensed hauler at their own expense.

The library will be closed on Sunday, September 6 
and Monday, September 7 for Labor Day.

Sunday hours:  The library will be open from 1:30 to 
4:30 on Sundays beginning September 13th.  

September is Library Card Sign-up Month.  If you 
don’t have a library card, now is a good time to get 
one. Replacement cards are half price! If you have 
lost your card, come to the library in September and 
get a replacement card for only $1.00.

Banned Books Week is September 27 - October 3.  
Visit the library to celebrate the freedom to read.

Programs at the Library
• September 14 at 10:00 a.m.: LEGO Club Sign 

Up. LEGO Club will be held during the months 
of October-April. Sign up is required. For more 
information on dates and times for LEGO Club, 
please contact Katie at the library. 

• September 15 at 7:00 p.m.: L.E.M.M.I.N.G.S. 
Teen Group. Students in 6th grade and higher are 
welcome to join us for monthly program.  

• September 17 at 10:15 a.m.: Genealogy Club. 
Anyone interested in family history research is 
welcome.  

• September 23 at 2:00 p.m.: Afternoon Movie.  
Join us to watch a movie on the big screen in the 
meeting room. Children under the age of 5 must be 
accompanied by a mature person watching the 
movie with them and children under the age of 8 
must be accompanied by a mature person in the 
library during the program.

• September 24 at noon: The Brown Bag Book Club 
will discuss Deep Down Dark by Hector Tobar.  
Bring your lunch and bring a friend!

• September 26 at 10:00-11:30 a.m.: Book Bash.   
There will be activities based on a fi rehouse theme.  
The fi rst 100 families with children ages 0-5 will 
receive a copy of the book Firehouse! by Mark 
Teague. The Book Bash is sponsored by Vermeer 
Charitable Foundation.  

• September 28 at 7:00 p.m.: Celtic Fingerstyle 
guitarist Jerry Barlow will perform in the Library 
Meeting Room.

• Saturday story time is offered every Saturday at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday story time is suggested for 
ages 3 and up with parents.

For more information on any of these programs,
please call the library at 628-4268.

Check this out: the library has a meeting room that 
is available to the public.  There is no charge for the 
room, although a deposit is required. You can book 
the room online from the library’s website. You can 
also reserve a study room, including the technology-
friendly Collaboration Room.  Please call the library 
for more information.

LITTLE TYKE FLAG FOOTBALL
The Pella Community Services Department is sponsoring Little Tyke Flag Football
for all children currently in grades 1 & 2. The program will include fundamentals, 
basic rules and short scrimmages.
Program Dates:  October 24 & 31 and Nov 7 & 14 from 9:00 – 10:30 am
Location:  Pella Christian High School & Pella High School 
Fee:  $20.00 resident  $24.00 non-resident
Registration Location:  Community Services Offi ce 712, Union St, Ste. 104 
Hours:  M-F 7:30-11:30 am – 12:30-4:30 pm,
Registration Deadline:  Wednesday, October 21st at 4:30 pm

YOUTH BASKETBALL PROGRAM
This program is for boys and girls currently in grades 3-6. The boys will start
October 19 through December 19, 2015 with no practices or games the week of
Thanksgiving. The girls will start January 4 through February 27, 2016. Each team, 
coached by parents, will practice one night a week on Monday, Tuesday or Thursday
with games on Saturday at the Community Center Gym. Coaches are needed! 
Registration Dates:  BOYS – through Sept 25th     GIRLS – through Dec 11th 
Registration Fees: $40.00 resident   $48.00 non-resident 
Registration Location: Community Services Offi ce 712, Union St, Ste. 104
Hours:  M-F 7:30-11:30 am –  12:30-4:30 pm,
Registration Deadline:  Final day to register October 23 for boys, January 8 for girls
ADD $25.00 LATE FEE AFTER SEPT 25 FOR BOYS, DEC 11 FOR GIRLS


