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Community Development Committee 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 8, 2015 

 

1) Call the Meeting to Order 

The meeting of the Community Development Committee was called to order by 

Chairperson Patsy Cody at 5:30 p.m. 

 

2) Roll Call 

Members Present: Patsy Cody, Linda Groenendyk, Mike Kiser, Jody Lautenbach, 

Lori Parisee, Wayne Stienstra, Robyn Van Berkum, Dennis Vander Beek. 

 

Members Absent: Jerry Brummel, Mike De Wild, Ginny Moore. 

 

Others Present: Jim Speer, Brenda Speer, Troy Vander Molen, George 

Wesselhoft. 

 

3) Design Permit Applications 

a) Dairy Queen (Gateway Commercial Park, Lot 3) – Re-approval of Expired 

Permit.  Dairy Queen is requesting re-approval of their Design Permit that was 

approved on February 12, 2014 and has expired as there is a six month expiration 

time.  No changes to the Design Permit are proposed.   

 

Dennis Vander Beek made a motion to approve the Design Permit.  Robyn Van 

Berkum seconded the motion.  Upon vote, all voted yes.  Motion carried 8 to 0. 

 

4) Drive Through Restaurant Menu Sign Ordinances 

a) Menu Sign and Preview Menu Sign Ordinances.  Dairy Queen plans to build a 

new restaurant on Lot 3 of Gateway Commercial Park, west of Country Inn & 

Suites Hotel and south of Casey’s on Roosevelt Road.  They would like to move 

their existing business location menu board sign, which is nonconforming in so 

far as size, to their new location.  The maximum size limit is 24 square feet for 

drive through restaurant menu board sign.  Dairy Queen is requesting allowance 

to accommodate their existing sign which they indicate to be 106” by 54” (39.75 

square feet).  Under Sign Code the existing sign cannot be approved through a 

sign permit for the new location.  City Council at the February 17, 2015 Policy 

and Planning directed Staff and the Committee to look into this sign type area to 

see if the Code should be changed with respect to sign area.   

 

The Committee discussed the request at the March 11, 2015 meeting.  The 

unanimous consensus of the Committee was to recommend a change to the Code 
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to accommodate the request with a new menu board maximum size area of 40 

square feet.  City Council at the March 24, 2015 Policy and Planning meeting 

gave direction to prepare the menu board sign ordinance amendment but also to 

consider additional option for menu preview sign.  Currently the Sign Code does 

not permit an additional menu sign beyond the one main sign.  Some drive-

through restaurants utilize a preview menu board sign in addition to the main 

menu sign to help with customer ordering.  The proposed menu sign ordinance 

would allow a new square footage maximum of 40 square feet instead of the 

current 24 square feet.  The proposed preview menu sign ordinance would allow 

an additional menu sign in conjunction with the drive thru lane up to 24 square 

feet.  Total new square footage allowed for all menu signage would therefore be 

64 square feet versus the existing 24 square feet. 

 

George Wesselhoft added that Ankeny’s Code allows two drive thru signs at 30 

square feet maximum each, so the proposed two ordinances would allow 4 square 

feet more in total than Ankeny’s Code by comparison. 

 

Robyn Van Berkum made a motion to recommend approval of the sign ordinance 

amendments.  Lori Parisee seconded the motion.  Upon vote, all voted yes.  

Motion carried 8 to 0. 

 

5) Approval of Minutes 
a) Minutes of February 25, 2015 Special Meeting.  The minutes were approved as 

submitted. 

b) Minutes of March 11, 2015 Regular Meeting.  The minutes were approved as 

submitted. 
 
6) Design and Sign Permit Summaries    

There was no discussion about the 2015 Design Permit and Sign Permit 

summaries to date.  

 

7) Other Business 

 

Troy Vander Molen stated he is representing Kinetic Edge Physical Therapy 

which prior was known as Work Systems Rehab Fitness, a year ago they moved a 

portion of their business, Restoration Place, to the second story of Molengracht in 

the Grachtenhuis East building.  In January of this year, they moved the 

remainder of their business.  They take up about 6,200 square feet on the second 

floor of Grachtenhuis East of the Molengracht.  They recognize the sign position 

for their business on the second story on the frontage has been an inconvenience 

for their clients with difficulty in finding them.  He mentioned the placement of 

the temporary sign right above the entrance to the stairwell on the south side 

facing Liberty Street and also the Restoration Place signage.  He asked the 

Committee for their input and asked for consideration since the south stairwell 

entry is the access to their business that a change of code be allowed so they can 

place a sign at that location.  Mr. Vander Molen also mentioned the Hanlon 
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Chiropractic sign on the Grachtenhuis West building that is a little higher but still 

not at an access point to that business. 

 

There was discussion about the signage in the Molengracht and need for Kinetic 

Edge signage and options for access identification. 

 

Robyn Van Berkum asked if the staircase mentioned is used by other businesses. 

 

Troy Vander Molen responded it is, that currently they occupy 6,200 square feet 

of the approximately10,000 square feet on the second story and the only other 

business is Apples of Gold.  There is really only one additional lease available 

spot in the second level. 

 

Mr. Vander Molen mentioned the building directory signage which is not easily 

noticeable as people are driving by or walking by.  He said they are trying to 

make it really clear to their customers where they are and how to get to them. 

 

Jody Lautenbach asked what the address is for the business. 

 

Mr. Vander Molen responded it is 604 Liberty Street, Suite 227. 

 

Lori Parisee asked for clarification on the access point for the business and is it 

where they and Apples of Gold both access and does the temporary sign help. 

 

Mr. Vander Molen responded in the affirmative to both but a permanent sign 

would need to be consistent with the Restoration Place sign location. 

 

There was further discussion.  It was noted that the permanent wall sign for 

Kinetic Edge Physical Therapy could not be placed where the temporary sign is 

located because of the frontage requirement under Sign Code. 

 

Patsy Cody stated this is a tough one and asked whether there is an option to do 

door signage. 

 

George Wesselhoft mentioned there is the option under Sign Code to do a joint 

identification wall sign, which could be a larger sign than the current building 

directory sign and have corporate logos such as the Veel Hoeden sign on Main 

Street. 

 

Dennis Vander Beek asked if a transom sign would be an option. 

 

Jody Lautenbach said basically Kinetic Edge is the only business on the inside of 

the canal and mentioned other businesses in the Molengracht such as KNIA. 

 

Patsy Cody asked for clarification that the main problem is visibility from the 

street for the south door. 
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Troy Vander Molen responded in the affirmative. 

 

Lori Parisee suggested both visibility and understanding as to business location. 

 

Jody Lautenbach asked about the two kiosks on Main Street and East Second 

Street and who owns them and provides access. 

 

Patsy Cody responded she thinks the Chamber maintains the kiosks and asked 

about a shingle sign. 

 

George Wesselhoft mentioned a directory sign as a shingle such as Grachtenhuis 

East on the canal side but there is already a shingle sign above the stairwell entry 

door facing Liberty Street. 

 

Robyn Van Berkum stated this is a new problem for the Committee with the issue 

of second story businesses. 

 

There was further discussion about sign options for businesses on the second story 

on the Molengracht.  Mike Kiser left at 5:50 p.m.  Lori Parisee left at 6:12 p.m. 

 

The Committee direction was to have a special on site meeting on April 15 to 

further review the site and sign options for the business.  Staff would follow up 

with the Committee. 

 

8) Adjourn 

Chairperson Cody adjourned the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted. 

George Wesselhoft 

Planning and Zoning Director 


