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Board of Adjustment 

Meeting Minutes 

February 10, 2015  

 
 

1.)  Call the meeting to Order 

 

Chairperson Jim Corbett called the meeting of the Board of Adjustment to order 

at 6:00 p.m. 

 

2.) Roll Call. 

 

Members Present:  Jim Corbett, Larry Lautenbach, Vince Nossaman, Lyle Vander 

Meiden, Byron Vander Molen, Mike Vander Wert, John Van Den Berg, Glenn 

Van Wyk. 

 

Members Absent: Merlan Rolffs. 

 

Others Present: Jerry Byers – Board Secretary, Gary Van Vark, Robert Roorda, 

Kim Roorda.  

 

3.) Approval of Agenda 

 

Vince Nossaman made a motion to approve the amended agenda, of moving to 

the Variance Application before electing officers.  Byron Vander Molen seconded 

the motion.  The amended agenda was approved.  

 

4.) Approval of Minutes 

 

Mike Vander Wert made a motion to approve the Minutes of the November 11, 

2014 meeting as submitted.  Byron Vander Molen seconded the motion.  The 

minutes were approved as submitted. 

  

5.) Variance Application – Public Hearing 1210 University St. 

 

Public Hearing on Variance Applications by Robert and Kim Roorda concerning 

a proposed accessory structure at 1210 University St., Pella, IA  50219.  

 

Zoning Ordinance, 165.30 Summary of Site Development Regulations requires a 

maximum accessory structure square footage for property to 1137 ft. 
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The applicant is requesting a variance to build a 44 x 30 accessory structure, for a 

size of 1320 feet making the structure 183 feet over the allowed size.  

 

The applicant states that the existing detached garage behind the house will be 

removed after the new building is built. 

 

The applicant notes that he would be 183 foot over the maximum size allowed 

and that his lot has a unique layout with a 65 foot front yard with a 125 foot rear 

yard.   The 65 foot front yard limits the size of the building based on his frontage. 

 

Chairperson Corbett asked if there were any written comments. 

 

Jerry Byers, Secretary to the Board, stated there were no written comments.  

 

Robert Roorda spoke to the board concerning his proposed accessory structure. 

He continued by explaining the site layout and layout of the structure on the 

property. The board was referred to page 11 of their packet showing the layout. 

 

There was discussion concerning turning radius is a backing in and out of the new 

structure compared to the existing garage. 

 

Mr. Nossaman asked what the calculation was to determine the size of what was 

allowed by city code. 

 

Mr. Byers explained how the calculations worked. 

 

Mr. Nossaman asked Mr. Roorda about taking down the existing garage. 

 

Discussion ensued about tearing down the existing garage. 

 

Mr. Vander Meiden asked about the 2 foot rear setback and what the side setback 

was. 

 

The public hearing was closed. 

 

6.)  Variance Application – 1210 University Street 

 

Variance Applications by Robert and Kim Roorda concerning a proposed 

accessory structure at 1210 University St., Pella, IA  50219.  

Zoning Ordinance, 165.30 Summary of Site Development Regulations requires a 

maximum accessory structure square footage for property to 1137 ft. 

 

The applicant is requesting a variance to build a 44 x 30 accessory structure, for a 

size of 1320 feet making the structure 183 feet over the allowed size.  
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The applicant states that the existing detached garage behind the house will be 

removed after the new building is built. 

 

Vince Nossaman made a motion to approve the variance due to unique nature of a 

narrow frontage and wide rear lot along with unique topography.  He continued 

by stating that a stipulation of a year from completion of new structure, the 

existing garage must be removed. 

 

John Van Den Berg seconded the motion.   

 

Upon vote, motion passed 8 to 0. 

 

7.) Annual Election of Officers 

 

After much discussion,  Mr. Vander Molen made a motion for Jim Corbett to 

remain as chairman, and Vince Nossaman to step up as Vice Chairman. 

 

Mr. Vander Meiden seconds the motion. 

 

Upon vote, motion passed 8 to 0. 

 

8.)  Adjournment 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 

 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jerry Byers 

Building Official 


