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Planning and Zoning Commission 

Special Meeting 
April 13, 2015 

 
1) The meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. 
 
2) Roll Call.   

 Present: Craig Agan, Nelson Bogaard, Jim Danks, Bob Smith, Mike Vander 

Molen, Ervin Van Wyk, Ann Visser, Teri Vos.  

 Absent: Julio Chiarella, David Landon, Gary Van Vark. 

Others Present: Larry Lautenbach, Jody Lautenbach, George Wesselhoft. 
 
3)    Approval of Minutes  

a) March 23, 2015 Regular Meeting.  The minutes were approved as submitted. 
 
4)    Preliminary Plat for Lautenbach Estates.  Lautenbach Development is proposing 

to preliminary plat Lautenbach Estates.  This would be a four lot subdivision on 

Washington Street in front of PPI.   Lot sizes would range from 0.28 to 0.40 acres.  

Duplex is the proposed use with one duplex per lot.  Access would be via a single 

new drive off Washington Street.  All of the proposed lots in this subdivision 

would have frontage on Washington Street with no public improvements 

proposed or required.  The Washington Street Access Management Plan adopted 

by City Council on July 3, 2007 limits new drive access points along Washington 

Street for traffic safety and efficiency.  The City Engineer provided a memo with 

recommendations as part of a review for the sketch plan for this subdivision.  The 

plat meets these recommendations in so far as limiting the use and access in 

particular from a traffic standpoint.  In conjunction with the approval of the plats, 

staff is recommending a development agreement to assure proposed use and 

access off Washington Street will be strictly limited per the plat proposal. 

 

Jim Danks asked staff to provide a brief review of the Washington Street Access 

Management Plan. 

 

George Wesselhoft explained that the Plan was concerned with the area of 

Washington Street from West 6
th

 Street out past Westpoort and View Pointe 

looking to control or minimize the number of new driveway approaches from an 

interest in traffic safety and efficiency.  The Plan provides for joint access 

connections and/or back or interior cross connection drives.  In the case of the 

proposed subdivision, a joint drive is identified using the PPI existing drive 

however this was not possible, so the one drive opposite Dahm Dental is 

proposed.  Mr. Wesselhoft suggested that the concern at the time was not 

necessarily single or two family residential developments but commercial 

development which could have greater traffic impacts. 

 

Jim Danks asked with regard to the 2014 Comprehensive Plan review what was 

the indication for the Washington Street properties. 
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George Wesselhoft responded that commercial and mixed uses are identified 

along the corridor and that residential and commercial uses are both permitted in 

the existing CC Community Commercial zoning. 

 

There was further discussion about the planning for Washington Street and the 

proposed duplex subdivision.  Bob Smith made a motion to recommend approval 

of the preliminary plat subject to the proposed development agreement.  Craig 

Agan seconded the motion.  Upon vote, all voted yes.  Motion carried 8 to 0. 
 
5)    Amendment to Washington Street Access Management Plan.  The Planning and 

Zoning Commission approved the Washington Street Access Management Plan 

on June 25, 2007.  The City Council approved the same on July 3, 2007. In 

general, the Plan aims to minimize the number of new private drives while at the 

same time providing for future public street and private points of access.  In terms 

of application as it pertains to specific development requests, the Washington 

Street Access Management Plan details that proposed access changes due to land 

development or expansion will be reviewed by City staff and brought before the 

Pella Planning and Zoning Commission for approval.  If reasonable access cannot 

be provided for a property per these access management standards, City staff may 

recommend that the Planning and Zoning Commission reduce spacing 

requirements if joint or cross access and internal site circulation are provided.  In 

the case of the Lautenbach Estates proposed subdivision joint access could not be 

obtained through adjoining existing PPI drive as identified in the Plan.  The City 

Engineer reviewed the proposed access and supports limited new access across 

from Dahm Dental based on the duplex use proposal.  This new access is 

recommended as an amendment to the Plan. 

 

Ervin Van Wyk made a motion to recommend approval of the amendment to the 

Washington Street Access Management Plan.  Ann Visser seconded the motion.  

Upon vote, all voted yes.  Motion carried 8 to 0. 
 
6)    Final Plat for Lautenbach Estates.  Lautenbach Development is proposing to final 

plat Lautenbach Estates.  This would be a four lot subdivision on Washington 

Street in front of PPI.   Lot sizes would range from 0.28 to 0.40 acres.   

 

Mike Vander Molen made a motion to recommend approval of the final plat 

subject to the proposed development agreement.  Bob Smith seconded the motion.  

Upon vote, all voted yes.  Motion carried 8 to 0. 
 
7)    Other Business.  George Wesselhoft mentioned the next meeting of the 

Commission on April 27 includes a sign ordinance amendment and four site 

plans, including the re-approval of the expired Dairy Queen site plan. 
 
8) The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

George Wesselhoft 

Planning and Zoning Director 


