
Yes, it’s true. Before you know it, our annual Tulip Festival will be here. 
Keep that thought in mind. I was asked to write a little about myself and why 
I ran for Council. I’ve been a lifelong Pella resident. I married my high school 
sweetheart over 25 years ago, have two sons ages 17 and 23, and am a cancer 
survivor. I have an older brother and an identical twin brother. I’ve been 
involved in the family business; I also have enjoyed being self-employed 

in several start-up businesses. I sit on the State of Iowa Tobacco Commission board,  Greater Iowa 
JDRF board, president/treasurer of the Pella Bike racing team, in charge of the operations of the 
Klokkenspel, and have decided that this year will be my last year in charge of buckets and brooms 
for Tulip Time street scrubbers, so if anyone would like to take this over feel free to email me.

The reason I ran for City Council was an easy decision. Being a local business owner and being 
involved in our City in many different aspects, I felt I would bring small business core values to 
the table. I have a true desire to listen and learn from what the public has to say. Please don’t get 
discouraged if it takes time to take your input into action. We have worked very hard with great 
leadership from all departments to keep our city tax rate the same for this next fi scal year. 

As we look forward to spring please keep in mind that we have a very active outdoors community, 
so please pay close attention to your surroundings while driving. 

— Dave Vander Horst
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3/3: 7:00 p.m.
City Council,

Police Training Room,
614 Main St. (rear entrance)

3/10: 4:00 p.m.
Library Board,

Pella Public Library

3/11: 5:30 p.m.
Community Development
Committee, Public Works

Conference Room

3/20: Noon
Community Services Board,

Community Center,
Room 204 

3/23: 7:00 p.m.
Planning & Zoning

Commission,
Police Training Room,

614 Main St. (rear entrance)

3/24: 7:00 p.m.
City Council,

Police Training Room,
614 Main St. (rear entrance) 

3/27: 7:00 a.m.
Airport Committee,
Airport Terminal,

Meeting Room

March
Special Dates

3/18 All Day
Free Bundled Brush 

Pickup by City

While the City strives to operate effi ciently in an effort to maintain competitive electric rates, 
effective with the March utility bills, all rate classes will include a 3% rate increase.  The March rate 
increase is a result of recent power supply increases of nearly 14% from the City’s power supply 
provider, Missouri River Energy Services.  It is important to note, purchased power and transmission
costs account for approximately 85% of the electric utility’s total operating costs. While the utility’s 
sound fi nancial condition allowed the City to absorb half of the rate increase, additional revenues 
were required to maintain appropriate reserve levels.  Based on the average residential electric use, 
residential customers should expect to experience a monthly average rate increase of $2.64 per month.

MRES indicated that the primary reason for the recent power supply increases is to fi nance the 
estimated $379 million Red Rock Hydroelectric Project. The good news is, once operational, the 
new hydro plant will be able to provide power to approximately 18,000 homes and businesses and 
will be the second largest hydroelectric facility in the State of Iowa. In addition, since the new 
hydro facility will be directly connected to the City’s electric system, reliability in the region should 
signifi cantly improve.  It is also important to note, the estimated economic impact to the region as 
a result of the hydro plant’s construction is approximately $250 million, which should be a boost to 
the local economy.

If you have concerns or questions over the proposed electric rate increase, please contact City Hall 
at 641-628-4173.

Electric Rate Increase

Due to a lack of quorum for the regularly scheduled Council meeting on March 17, 
2015, Council voted to change the Council meeting date from March 17, 2015 to 
March 24, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.

Council Meeti ng Changed from March 17 to March 24



LIBRARY EVENTS
IN MARCH

LIBRARY EVENTS
IN MARCH

• Weekly Story Time and Tot Times will be offered
in March. Please call the library for times and
dates. There will be no Story Time, Tot Time or 
Lap Sit the week of March 16-20. 

• Story time is offered every Saturday at 10:30 a.m.  
Saturday story time is suggested for ages 3 and up 
with parents. 

• March 3 at 4 p.m.: Girls Only LEGO program. 
Girls, join us for LEGOs and other activities.  This 
program is for girls in grades K to 6th.  

• March 4 at 2:45 p.m.: Afternoon Movie on the 
big screen in the meeting room.  Please remember 
children under the age of 5 must be accompanied
by a mature person watching the movie with them.
Children under the age of 8 must be accompanied
by a mature person in the library during the 
program.

• March 5 at 2:00 p.m.: Laughter Club in the 
meeting room. Turn that frown upside down! All 
ages welcome.

• March 5 at 4:00 p.m.: Rock, Paper, Scissors for
kids in grades 2nd to 5th grade.  

• March 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon: The
Excel Dr. is in! If you need help with spreadsheets,
stop by Study Room 4 for advice from an expert.
No appointment necessary.

• March 7 at 10:30 a.m.: Spanish Story Time.
• March 16 at 10:30 a.m.: Morning Movie. Sing

along with Elsa, Anna and Olaf! Costumes are
welcome and encouraged. Children must be 
accompanied by a parent or mature person while 
attending program.

• March 19 from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.:  Doll and Me 
Crafts and Tea with the Art Center for kids 
in K and up. Registration is required at the 
Community Center offi ce.

• March 19 at 10:15 a.m.: Genealogy Club will 
meet in the Heritage Room

• March 25 at 2:45 p.m.: Afternoon Movie on the 
big screen in the meeting room. Please remember 
children under the age of 5 must be accompanied
by a mature person watching the movie with 
them. Children under the age of 8 must be 
accompanied by a mature person in the library 
during the program. 

• March 26 at 12:00 noon:  The Brown Bag Book 
Club will discuss Just Like Other Daughters by 
Colleen Faulkner.

• March 27 at 3:30 p.m.:  Open LEGO Play.  No 
sign up is needed.  LEGOs are provided.

• March 31 at 7:00 p.m.: All Iowa Reads Book 
Discussion. Join us to talk about the 2015 selec-
tion My Name is Mary Sutter by Robin Oliveira.

For more information on these programs, 
please call the Pella Public Library 628-4268.

LITTLE TYKE SOCCER PROGRAM
    Program Dates:  March 28, April 11, 18 & 25, 2015 
    Program Time:   10:00 - 10:45 a.m.
    Where:  Fields on north side of Truman Road
    Who:  Boys & girls entering kindergarten in fall 2015 
    Fee:  $20.00 Resident   $24.00 Non-resident
    Deadline:  March 25 at 4:30
    Instructors:  Central College coaches and players 

PELLA COMMUNITY SERVICES

The program will include very basic skills of soccer; dribbling, passing, and 
kicking. It is our goal and desire to introduce soccer in such a manner that 
the participants have fun so as to encourage future participation as they 
get older. As they enter kindergarten in the fall, they will be eligible to 
play recreation soccer. For further information, check our website at www.
cityofpella.com. 

Sign up at the Community Services Offi ce at 712 Union St, Monday-Friday 
7:30-11:30 am & 12:30-4:30 pm.  

Spring Clean-Up Week:  April 6-10 
Hydrant Flushing:  April 13-17
Residential eCycling:  April 18

Household Hazardous Waste:  April 25

COMING EVENTS:

Save time and gas money by staying right here in Pella for a night out 
with friends. The Pella Community Art Center is offering adult classes on 
Tuesday nights with all materials and hors d’oeuvres being provided. Pre-
registration is required so call 628-4571 to register. Payment is due the 
Monday before day of class.

Minimum of  5, maximum of 15 per class.

Cement Planters
Tuesday, March 10

7-9 p.m.
$20

Blooming Tree
Tuesday,
March 24
7-9 p.m.

$20 per person

MARCH HORS D’OEUVRES & ART CLASSES

Check this out:  The library has 
used books for sale in the Book 
Nook. The next Friends of the 

Library book sale will be April 10-20 
in the library meeting room.


